#231
CONFLICT AND CHANGE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

THE IMPACT OF GEOGRAPHY
	The Middle East has been a crossroads for people of Africa, Asia, and Europe since ancient times.  This fact led to an enormous diversity of peoples, belief systems, and cultures.  These differences have led to conflict.
	The discovery of oil in the region brought power to some Middle Eastern nations.  Oil is a vital part of the global economy.  Oil resources, however, are not evenly distributed across the region. As a result, Middle Eastern countries have gone to war over control of oil-rich lands.  Dependence on oil is one reason why countries around the world take an active interest in conflicts in the Middle East.

ARAB NATIONALISM
	During WWI, many Arabs had helped the Allies.  In return they had been promised independence.  After the war, however, Britain and France divided up the Ottoman lands between themselves.  They set up mandates – territories owned and run by European powers.  France had mandates in Syria and Lebanon.  England had mandates in Palestine and Iraq.
	In the 1920s and 1930s, Arab nationalists sought to be free of foreign control.  Arab nationalism gave rise to Pan-Arabism.  This movement sought a unity of all Arab peoples based on their shared heritage.

ZIONISM
	The rise of nationalism in Europe had led to an intensification of anti-Semitism in the late 1800s.  As citizens grew more patriotic about their own nations, they often grew more intolerant of those whom they saw as outsiders, including Jews.  The pogroms that occurred in Eastern Europe and Russia are one example of this trend.
	As anti-Semitism grew in Europe, some Jews moved to Palestine, the ancient Jewish homeland, buying land that they organized into farming communities.  A Jewish journalist named Theodor Herzl became alarmed by the strong anti-Semitism he witnessed in France.  In 1896, Herzl called for Jews to establish their own state.  Herzl’s writings helped to build Zionism, the movement devoted to building a Jewish state in Palestine.  In 1897, he organized the first world congress of Zionists, which met in Switzerland.  Herzl’s dream of an independent Israel was realized a little more than 50 years later.
	The situation was complex, however, since Arab peoples were already living there.  The Allies had made conflicting promises during WWI.  They had promised the Arabs land that included Palestine.  They had also pledged to set up a Jewish nation in the same region.  As more Jews moved to Palestine to escape persecution in the 1930s, tensions grew.

A JEWISH STATE AMONG ARAB NATIONS
	
[image: ]Jews had begun migrating to Palestine in the late 1800s.  In 1917, the British wrote the Balfour Declaration, which was a formal statement of policy, stating that their government “views with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people.”  After World War II, many Jewish survivors of the Holocaust migrated to Palestine, as the horrors of that time created support for a Jewish homeland.  Both Jews and Palestinian Arabs claimed a right to the land of Palestine.  Violent clashes between the groups occurred. 

CREATION AMONG NATIONS
	In 1947, the United Nations drew up a plan to divide Palestine, which was under British rule, into an Arab state and a Jewish state.  Jews accepted the plan, but Arabs did not.  In 1948, Britain withdrew, and Jews proclaimed the independent state of Israel, which was recognized by both the United States and the Soviet Union. 
	Israel developed rapidly.  Between 1948 and the mid-1980s, nearly 2 million Jews migrated to Israel, some to escape persecution.  The government built towns for settlers.  A skilled work force expanded the economy.  American aid helped Israel as well.

PALESTINIAN AND ARAB-ISRAELI WARS
	When the state of Israel was created, Arabs vowed to drive the Jews out and restore Palestine as an Arab nation.  The first Arab-Israeli war occurred in 1948 (shortly after Israel declared independence).  After the fighting ended, 700,000 Arabs became refugees.  Many went to UN refugee camps.  Israel had nearly doubled its size and over time, these temporary camps became permanent homes.  The poverty and discrimination experienced by these Arab Palestinians fueled anger.  Many dreamed of an Arab Palestinian state.  Resistance took several forms.
	The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) was led by Yasir Arafat.  It represented many Palestinian groups.  The PLO used terrorist tactics and fought a guerrilla war against Israelis at home and abroad.
	Another war was fought in 1956.  In 1967, during the Six-Day War, Israel overran the Sinai Peninsula, the Golan Heights on the Syrian border, and East Jerusalem.  In 1973, Egypt and Syria launched a war against Israel on the Jewish high holy day of Yom Kippur.  The Israelis repulsed that attack.  
	Soon after this Egypt and Israel began to seek peace.  In 1979, Egypt and Israel signed the Camp David Accords, an agreement to end war between Egypt and Israel.
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David Ben-Gurion 
(1st Prime Minister of Israel) 
& 
Golda Meir
(4th Prime Minister of Israel (1969) and first female Prime Minister)
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"We can forgive the Arabs for
ing our children. We cannot
forsive them for forcing us o kill
ther chidren. We will only have
peace with the Arabs when they
Tove their children more than
they hate us.”

Golda Meir
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