Kiddies,

	As you can see, I’m not going to be in today.  I know… Sniff… Sniff… However, as always, I’m leaving you an assignment!  
This been a very interesting week, hasn’t it?  We just so happened to be discussing one of the most peace-loving leaders in history (Gandhi) in class when one of the most violent leaders in history (Osama bin Laden) begins to dominate the news.  Isn’t it amazing the completely opposite ways these two different leaders attempted to win for their cause?  This must be why we all find history so fascinating!  
As I sat here thinking about it (this is what I do in my spare time), I thought it amazing how perfectly this week fit in with our year-long essential question – “What decisions do people make and what are the consequences of their decisions?”  If ever there were two leaders who made different decisions, it was Gandhi with his method of winning independence from the British and Osama bin Laden with his actions on 9/11.  In the spirit of the week, I’m giving you an article to read that has to do with what happened this week and what the consequences might be in the future.  Here’s what you need to do:

1. Read the article in groups of 2, 3, or 4 people.
2. Discuss whether or not you felt it was right for the U.S. to kill bin Laden.  If you think it was ok to kill him, would your opinion change if, in the future, we were attacked in return for the killing of bin Laden?  If you think about it, this sort of back and forth killing is exactly the reason that Gandhi’s said, “An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.” President Obama and the U.S. Military obviously disagreed with Gandhi in relation to killing Osama bin Laden.  One man, Gandhi, would not kill anyone for his cause (remember his quote, “I’m prepared to die, but there is no cause for which I’m prepared to kill”) and the other (Obama) was more than willing to do so for his cause.  Mind you, I’m not passing judgment at all – I’m just pointing out the different ways that two leaders chose to handle a situation.
3. Write an essay (on a separate piece of paper – at least two pages long) answering the following question: Do you agree with Gandhi or President Obama?  Why?   In the essay, you must make at least 2 connections (text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world, text-to-global).  
4. This essay is due at the end of class – NOT tomorrow.  Hand it in to whoever is subbing for you before you leave.  And remember – be nice to whoever is covering for me!

XXOO, Ms. Cohen
World leaders hail bin Laden death but fear revenge
By Catherine Bremer Catherine Bremer Mon May 2, 8:09 am ET 
[image: sama Bin Laden]
PARIS (Reuters) – Euphoria over the killing of September 11 mastermind Osama bin Laden was tempered in the West Monday by fears of retaliation, and world leaders and security experts urged renewed vigilance against attacks.
Americans celebrated on the streets and U.S. markets rallied on hopes bin Laden's death could ease the threats hanging over much of the developed world -- but even President Barack Obama said that terrorist attacks would continue to be a concern.
France's President Nicolas Sarkozy hailed the killing as a coup in the fight against terrorism, but both he and Foreign Minister Alain Juppe warned it did not spell al Qaeda's demise.
British Prime Minster David Cameron also said the West would have to be "particularly vigilant" in the weeks ahead.
As he announced bin Laden's death, Obama said: "There's no doubt that al Qaeda will continue to pursue attacks against us. We must and we will remain vigilant at home and abroad."
Some security experts fear the 10th anniversary of the September 11 attacks could further incite al Qaeda supporters.
"While we in the West might have the satisfaction of justice having been dealt to a terrorist, many will still see Osama bin Laden as a martyr. Make no mistake: violent jihadists will react to this," Julian Lindley-French of London's Chatham House think-tank told Reuters Insider television.
Roland Jacquard, head of the International Terrorism Observatory in Paris, said the United States would be targeted.
"The way in which he was killed, by a military commando, shows this will have important consequences for the future. It will be a call for Jihad, he will remain a very real-life martyr for the rest of the organization," Jacquard told RTL radio.
Already Monday, Islamic militants hinted at revenge.
"Oh God, please make this news not true... God curse you Obama," said one message on an Arabic language forum. "Oh Americans... it is still legal for us to cut your necks."
"Osama may be killed but his message of Jihad will never die. Brothers and sisters, wait and see, his death will be a blessing in disguise," said a poster on another Islamist forum.

CONSTANT ALERT
In Washington, a crowd gathered outside the White House as Obama announced the conclusion of a decade-long manhunt, singing patriotic songs and chanting slogans.
The killing was hailed by George W. Bush, who was president when al Qaeda hijackers slammed airliners into the Pentagon and New York's World Trade Center.
"The fight against terror goes on, but tonight America has sent an unmistakable message: No matter how long it takes, justice will be done," Bush said. New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg said he hoped the news would bring closure to those who lost loved ones on September 11.
The United States and much of Europe is on constant alert for an attack by al Qaeda or affiliated extremist organization. 
France has been on red alert, the third-highest level in a four-step scale, since suicide bomb attacks in London in 2005 and has been especially vigilant since bin Laden criticized the country's attitude toward Muslims last October. 
The United States warned its citizens worldwide of "enhanced potential for anti-American violence," advising them to avoid mass gatherings and travel, and Australia issued a similar warning. Iraq's army and police went on high alert. 
India, whose ties with neighboring Pakistan are strained, voiced concern that bin Laden was found at a luxury compound just 60 km (35 miles) from the Pakistani capital Islamabad, saying this suggested terrorists could find sanctuary there. 
"Osama bin Laden's death doesn't mean we can relax now and assume the danger is past," Wolfgang Ischinger, head of the Munich Security Conference, told German radio. 
"I expect al Qaeda will try to get revenge against the Americans and the Pakistan government... Even if a 'battle' has been won, the 'war' is far from over." 
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