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DBQ Essay FAQ

Q: What is this essay about?

A: The causes and effects of the French Revolution, according to the documents and outside info

Q: Why are we writing about that topic?

A: The French Revolution was a significant turning point in history. It connects topics we’ve already learned about before – the Scientific Revolution, the Enlightenment – to other topics, such as the Latin American Revolutions – so it’s a very useful topic.

Q: Why do I have to write a DBQ essay?

A: First, the better you know how to write, the more career options you will have. Being able to use evidence in your writing is also a great skill to have. Second, it’s part of the Regents. Practice makes perfect so let’s start now. Third, writing is another way for students to show that they’ve fully mastered a topic. Not all students excel with multiple-choice questions. Writing assignments make sure everyone can utilize his/her strengths.

Q: When is this essay due?

A: Friday, October 22. I must have a paper copy before 4:00pm. Anything after 4:00pm is late.  You cannot put it in my mailbox after that time – it will still be considered late.
Q: Does this essay have to be typed?

A: Yes, it does.  I may not make you type every essay, but for this one, I want it typed.  I need it to be the same format as last year – Times New Roman font, 12 point.  DOUBLE SPACED!  I need room to write comments, so you need to give me space to make those comments.  If you do not have a printer, you may print (for now) in Ms. Pearl’s office or the CPLP office.

Q: What if my essay isn’t typed?

A: I won’t accept essays that aren’t typed.

Q: That’s OD. Why not?

A: Typed essays are more professional and show more care and passion. Most of your work will be typed senior year and all of your work will be typed in college. If you’re not a fast typist or you don’t have easy access to a computer, now is the time to get resourceful. Typed essays are also easier to read, of course.

Q: How many points is this essay worth?

A: First, this essay will count as a project grade, not just another homework.  Therefore, if you hand it in late, it will lose 10 points per day.

Q: How will this essay be graded?  See rubric.
	
	Example: Causes and Effects of the French Revolution



	BP1: Discuss the political, economic and/or social causes of the French Revolution


	Docs: 

Outside Info:



	BP2: Discuss how the French Revolution affected the people of France
	Docs:

Outside Info: 



	BP3: Discuss one impact the French Revolution had on the world outside France
	Docs:

Outside Info: 













