#100!
Rome: Collapse of the Republic and Rise of the Empire

Last class, we learned about the geography and government of the Rome from 510 B.C. until 23 B.C.  Do you remember one way in which the geography of Rome was different from the geography of Greece?  Name one difference: _________________________________________________________

We learned that Rome created a new kind of government called a republic.  In a republic, the people got to choose their government officials.  These elected government officials made up the Senate, who held most of the power in Rome's republic.  Do you remember who holds most of the power in the U.S.' government?  Do you remember which branch of government the U.S. Senate is a part of?  Do you know who the Senators from New York are?

Label the following pictures as either the "Roman Senate" or the "United States Senate"
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Today we will learn about how the Roman Republic fell apart about in 23 B.C., nearly 500 years after it was created.  When the Roman Republic fell, a new government and a new era in Roman history began.  It was called the Roman Empire.   

I. The Collapse of the Roman Republic:


There were many reasons why the Roman Republic began to have problems and eventually collapsed completely.  First of all, as Rome expanded its territory (meaning conquered more land) there were more and more slaves.  By 100 B.C. about 30 percent of the population was made up of slaves.  People who owned lots of land began using more slaves to run their farms.  Since these large landowners had unpaid workers, they could produce more crops and make more money.  This put the small farmers out of business.  Since these small farmers were without a job, they moved to the cities in search of work.  Soon, the cities became full of plebeians (commoners) who couldn't find jobs.  Poverty became a big problem.  Rome was in an economic crisis!!! 


 Secondly, since there was not enough money or jobs to go around, army leaders began to pay people to join their army.  These army leaders began to privately pay the unemployed poor plebeians to serve in their army.  This meant that for the first time, soldiers were being paid by their individual commanders instead of by the Roman Republic.  What effect do you think this would have?  Who do you think the soldiers would be more loyal to, their commanders who were paying them, or the Roman Republic that was not?  That’s right, now soldiers felt more loyalty to their commanders than to the government of Rome. 


Thirdly, the economic crisis created resentment and anger at the government (the Senate).  The Senators began to fight each other.  They fought about what should be done to help Rome out of difficult times, and they fought each other for more control over the government.  Three senators formed an alliance with each other and began to rule the Roman Republic behind the Senate's back.  Do you remember what an alliance is?  Who do you have alliances with?  


These 3 senators were Julius Caesar, Gnaeus Pompey, and Marcus Crassus.  They were called the First Triumvirate.  What is the prefix of the word Triumvirate?  Do you know what "tri" means?  What other have "tri" as a prefix?  Although these 3 men had an alliance with each other, they began to fight for power and a civil war began.  Eventually Julius Caesar captured all of Italy and drove Pompey out of the country.  He announced “Veni, Vidi, Vici” a now-famous saying which means “I came, I saw, I conquered” in Latin.  Does anyone remember where the play Julius Caesar begins?  Where was Julius Caesar returning from during the first act of Shakespeare's Tragedy?  


After Pompey was driven out of Roman lands, Julius Caesar proclaimed himself as "dictator for life," meaning that he would have absolute power over Rome until the day he died.  Julius Caesar began to make some changes that upset the patricians (the rich higher class) but made the plebeians (the commoners) love him.  He created jobs for the unemployed plebeians and gave them land.  The patricians were not pleased, especially the patricians who made up the Senate.  Make an inference: why would the patricians who belonged to the senate be especially upset with Caesar?  A group of Senators, some of who were Caesar's best friends, decided to do something about it.  On March 15th, 44 B.C. this group of Senators killed him.  They attacked him on the floor of the Senate, stabbing him in the back and saying it was for the good of Rome.  Why would they argue that killing Caesar was good for Rome?  What do you think?  Did Caesar deserve to die?   


After Caesar was murdered, his grandnephew, Octavius changed his name to Augustus and took power of Rome.  Augustus ruled with absolute power.  He became the first Emperor (like a king) of Rome, thus bringing the republic to an end.  The age of the Roman Empire had begun. 
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II. The Roman Empire:


Rome was now an empire, meaning a large group of land and peoples ruled by a single person, or a single ruling authority.  The days of the Republic and of the Senate were over.  However, Augustus was a great Emperor.  1) He rebuilt Rome.  2) He established "a rule of law", meaning that no one was above the law.  This was different from the days of the Senate, when Senators became corrupt, did not apply laws to themselves, and punished plebeians more harshly than patricians.  3) He also created a unified form of money, so that people from all over could trade using a common coin (see the picture above).  4) He created a civil service system.  Civil service means that people get jobs based on their talent, rather than on their social or economic class.  Therefore, people in higher-level jobs took a test to get their jobs, rather than being given a job simply because they were a patrician. 5) He created a postal service.  This meant that he created a system for delivering mail, thus creating jobs, and greatly increasing the efficiency of communication.  How do you think messages were delivered before the creation of a postal service?   


The time period that began during Augustus' rule of the Roman Empire is called the Pax Romana.  Pax Romana means Roman Peace (“pax” is Latin for “peace”).  The Pax Romana refers to a period of 200 years of peace in the Roman Empire, beginning with Emperor Augustus – a time of peace and growth.  During this time, the Roman Empire spread and created stability over a large area of the world, including parts of Europe, North Africa, and Southwest Asia.  The people that were conquered in these regions were treated fairly and could become Roman citizens.  Rome became very rich from all their conquests and trade.  They built roads, aqueducts, and a great navy.  Latin began the official language of the Roman Empire and would remain the common language in Europe into the 1500's A.D.  
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