
Name:  _____________________________





#101

On Capitalism & Communism…

I used to think…

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

But now I think…

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________






Alina and Lindsay had been talking about economic systems, and Lindsay kept hating on communism. Finally, Alina used her best argument.





“How can you knock communism?” Alina asked. “Workers receive free medical care. Workers never have to worry about being unemployed. Old people and disabled people receive a check from the government every month, and the government also provides nurseries and kindergarten for the children of working mothers. What’s not to like?”





Lindsay didn’t know what to say.








Adam and Jon were reading Sports Illustrated when they read an article that said LeBron James is making $15,779,912 this year.





“That’s the problem with capitalism,” Jon said. “LeBron is a beast. He should be paid more than other players in the league. He sells a lot of jerseys and makes a lot of money for the owner of his team. But should a basketball player be getting paid millions of dollars a year when President Obama is getting just $400,000? What does that say about our society?”





“Yeah, man,” Adam said. “Capitalism gives individuals all of this freedom, and look what they go and do with it.”








Marianna and Jose had just graduated high school and were new employees at the jeans factory in communist Cuba. They both worked on the assembly line attaching the button and zipper to the jeans.





After a few days, Jose turned to Marianna and asked her why she wasn’t working very hard. He was sweating from the manual labor, but Marianna was taking a break after working on two pairs of pants – they weren’t getting a lot done.





“Why should I work hard?” Marianna asked. “If I work really hard and finish 60 pairs of pants every hour, I’ll get paid $10 an hour. If I take a lot of breaks and finish 15 pairs of jeans every hour, I’ll get paid $10 an hour. That’s what’s messed up about communism – I have no motivation to work hard.”





Sean and Chris were sitting in their CPLP class talking about what kind of career they wanted to have. 





“I want to be rich,” Chris said. “I’m not talking about kind of rich. I’m talking about filthy rich.”





“That’s greedy and messed up,” Sean said. “Why are you only worried about your own self-interest?”





“I got to get mine. Plus, if I have a great idea and work hard to make it happen, I deserve to profit.”





“But why do you need to be filthy rich?”





“I have one weird word for you – laissez-faire,” Chris said. “Hands off, man. The government isn’t going to interfere. So if my idea bombs, I go bankrupt. The government isn’t going to save me if I fail, and the government shouldn’t redistribute my money if I succeed. My risk, my reward – that’s the beauty of capitalism.”

















Brandon was sitting in economics class as his teacher talked about Bill Gates was a symbol of everything that was wrong with capitalism. “Bill Gates made $50 billion off of Microsoft. That’s billion, with a b. Why in the world does someone need that much money when people are starving, when people don’t have health insurance, when people are just struggling to get by?”





“That’s why Karl Marx was so brilliant,” the teacher said. “He believed the workers should overthrow the business owners and take control of the factories.”





Brandon raised his hand. “Isn’t Bill Gates a symbol of everything that is right about capitalism? He had a brilliant idea that has helped billions of people around the world. So yeah, he made a lot of money. He also started a foundation and he is giving away billions of dollars to cure diseases and improve education. You need to trust people. Individuals know better than the government what to do with their money.” 





Brian and Tony were arguing about capitalism and communism. Brian was from communist North Korea and Tony was from the capitalist United States.





“Do you know what word we don’t have in Korean?” Brian asked Tony. “Unemployment. It doesn’t exist. Everyone  has a job. We might not be rich, but I think we have more of an opportunity to live well. And we won’t be out of work.”





“You know another word you don’t have in Korean? Tony responded. “Progress. If the government controls the economy and the workers have an equal piece of everything, no one is encouraged to try new things. Sometimes you need to risk a little to gain a lot. Maybe people would try more new ideas if they weren’t guaranteed a job – ever think of that?”








