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Europeans Begin Exploring Africa for Natural Resources
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The story of Europe’s robbery of Africa begins in 1878, when King Leopold II of Belgium, a tiny country in Europe, sent a famous explorer, Henry Morton Stanley, to Africa to conquer lands for his country and expand his power. Stanley had no competition, and he was using technology that was superior to anything the Africans had seen or used before. As a result, the Belgians were able to conquer a piece of Africa that was as large as all of western Europe. They used the land to exploit its rich supply of natural resources.  Leopold II used his power to enslave the locals as forced laborers. He was a brutal tyrant. When the Africans disobeyed orders, the Belgians amputated their limbs. No one knows exactly how many Africans were killed; however, Leopold’s reign lasted 44 years and historians estimate at least two million Africans were killed.
The Belgian presence in the Congo set off a scramble among other European powers to establish their presence on the continent.  Question:  If you could gain advantages in life by taking advantage of others, would you?  What if you thought the people you would be exploiting were inferior to you?  Have you ever exploited (taken advantage of) someone in a relationship?
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The need for natural resources led to the Scramble for Africa. The Europeans sent explorers to Africa to look for more natural resources, which the European countries needed for the Industrial Revolution. Belgium found a lot of natural resources in the Congo.  The Belgians in the Congo set off the SCRAMBLE and made other European countries want to take advantage of Africa to increase their markets.

	The Berlin Conference
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King Leopold convinced France and Germany that trade in Africa would be best for all nations (of course, he meant only European nations).  Otto von Bismarck (which country is he from?) felt that other European nations should join this conference, so in 1884, in order to avoid conflict among themselves, European leaders met in Berlin, Germany.  The meeting was held in order to set up rules for colonizing Africa.  European powers divided Africa based on their own self-interests and with NO CONSIDERATION for the people who were living there.  This new imperialism affected Africa strongly.  In 1850, most of Africa had been free but by 1914, 52 of 54 African countries were under European rule.  

PRIMARY SOURCE:  BERLIN CONFERENCE
The source below is one of the articles written by the European powers at the Berlin Conference.  Please read and answer the question below – what is so shocking to you about what’s written?
I. All the powers exercising sovereign rights or influence in the aforesaid territories bind themselves to watch over the preservation of the native tribes, and to care for the improvement of the conditions of their moral and material well-being and to help in suppressing slavery, and especially the Slave Trade. They shall, without distinction of creed or nation, protect and favor all religious, scientific, or charitable institutions and undertakings created and organized for the above ends, or which aim at instructing the natives and bringing home to them the blessings of civilization. Christian missionaries, scientists, and explorers, with their followers, property, and collections, shall likewise be the objects of especial protection. Freedom of conscience and religious toleration are expressly guaranteed to the natives, no less than to subjects and to foreigners . . .
1)  What is shocking about this?  _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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