#112
UNIT 5: Empires
Welcome to a brand new unit of study.  During this unit, we will examine the:

1)  Byzantine Empire 

2)  Arab Empires and Islamic Civilization

3)  Maurya and Gupta Empires in India
4)  Tang and Song Empires in China 

5)  Mongol Empire in China. 


All of these different groups share the characteristics of an Empire.  An Empire is a large group of peoples in land that are ruled by a single person, or monarch.  Empires always have a centralized government, meaning that government power is centered in one place. 


All of these different empires also shared some similarities in geography.  They all existed in the same general part of the world- extending over southern Europe, Northern Africa, the Middle East and Asia.  Circle the area of the world where these Empires developed and thrived in the map below:
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There is a reason we keep on focusing on the same regions: India, China, Northern Africa (Egypt), the Arabian Peninsula, and the areas around the Mediterranean Sea.  The reason is simple: for much of our history, these are the areas where civilization has started and thrived.  These are the areas where Empires grew and Empires fell.  


Today we will begin to learn about the geography of the Byzantine Empire.  This geographic setting will set the stage for the things we will learn about the Byzantine Empire in the upcoming days.  

The Byzantine Empire

(A.D. 500-1200)


The Byzantine Empire grew out of the Eastern half of the Roman Empire.  In the 200s A.D., the Roman Emperor Diocletian split the Roman Empire into two parts because he thought that would make it easier to rule.  As the western half of the Roman Empire started to decline, the eastern half of the Roman Empire grew in importance.  When Roman Emperor Constantine was in power in (306-324) he made the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire in a city called Byzantium – later renamed Constantinople (after Emperor Constantine).  In 476 A.D., the Western half of the Roman Empire collapsed but the Eastern half of the Roman Empire lived on and became the Byzantine Empire.  

Geography of the Byzantine Empire:
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At the height of the Byzantine Empire, it covered an area of land from Rome through southeastern Europe and the Asia Minor (today’s country of Turkey), down to Egypt and across North Africa.  Even a portion of Spain was once a part of the vast Byzantine Empire.  
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The city of Constantinople was on a peninsula overlooking the pathway between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea.  The city of Constantinople had an amazing harbor and was protected by water on 3 sides.  This meant that Constantinople could protect itself from its enemies and was able to trade with both Europe and Asia through its unique access to both the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. Constantinople became a trading powerhouse!!! 


Since the Byzantine Empire grew out of the Roman Empire, it blended Roman, Greek, and Christian cultures.  As the Byzantine Empire grew it helped to spread these Roman, Greek, and Christian influences all over the world.   The Byzantine culture was unique and the Empire was one was one of the most advanced in the world between AD 500-1200.  Next class, we will learn more about the Byzantine Empire.

[image: image4.png]









