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Imperialism
	From the mid-1800s through the first decades of the 1900s, western European nations (which are these?) pursued an aggressive policy of expansion.  European powers were motivated by economic, political, and social factors, as well as by a strong sense of nationalism.  Meanwhile, imperialistic nations forced unequal trade agreements on Asian countries as well.  Imperialism had many long-term effects on the colonial nations and also had an impact on Europe and the rest of the world.  Imperialism led to increased competition and conflict.

Causes of Imperialism
[image: ]Several important factors combined to lead to the development of imperialism: 

1.  Nationalism – A spirit of nationalism was one cause of the new imperialism.  Because nationalism promotes the idea of national superiority, imperialists felt that they had a right to take control of countries that they viewed as weaker.  Has the United States ever been imperialistic based on nationalism?  If so, when?  Military motives were also linked to nationalism, since military power was a way to promote a nation’s goals.  A nation with many colonies had power and security.
[image: ]
2.  Military/Political Motives – Many of the European nations were extremely powerful. European nations that imperialized Africa usually had very strong armies and militaries. Great Britain and France were very aggressive nations who took over large areas in Africa. Politically, Europe thought they were superior and wanted to spread their ideas to Africa.  However, European countries wanted to preserve the balance among themselves with regard to colonies.  When one country obtained a new colony, other European powers felt it was necessary to do the same.

3.  Economic Causes – Europeans were very greedy.  Being a capitalistic system, and being in the midst of the Industrial Revolution, there was a deep need for industries to have raw materials (natural resources) to keep their factories running.  They used Africa’s resources, and they forced Africans to work for them. Industrialists also sought new markets in which to sell their manufactured goods.
[image: ]
4.  Technology – New technology, such as railroads, rifles, telegraphs, and steamships, made it possible to penetrate deeply into Africa, Asia, and the Pacific for the first time.  Another extremely important advancement was in medicine.  Newly invented medicines allowed Europeans to go into the heart of Africa for the first time without fear of getting sick or dying from many diseases.
[image: ]
Justifications for Imperialism

1.  Social Darwinism – A theory known as “Social Darwinism” also encouraged imperialism.  This idea applied Darwin’s theory of “Survival of the Fittest” to competition between nations.  Social Darwinists argued that it was natural for stronger nations to dominate weaker ones.  Can you relate to this concept?  Do you ever see this applied in life?  In school?
[image: ]
[image: LP06Amputated_Congolese_youth]2.  White Man’s Burden – Many Europeans thought they were the best at everything! When it came to culture, many Europeans felt that Africans were backwards and strange because of their beliefs.  Europeans tried to justify African Imperialism by saying that it was their duty to give them better culture, religion, and education.  Europeans strongly believed in the “WHITE MAN’S BURDEN” which meant spreading Christianity to Africans so they wouldn’t be “savages”.  Clearly, Africans had thousands of years of history of their own civilization, religion, trading routes, and were not savages.  Unfortunately, Europeans did not agree with their version of civilization.  During Imperialism, many Africans were forced to convert to Christianity.

The White Man’s Burden
Take up the White Man’s burden– Send forth the best ye breed–
Go bind your sons to exile – To serve your captives’ need;
To wait, in heavy harness – On fluttered folk and wild–
Your new-caught, sullen peoples – Half-devil and half-child.
— Rudyard Kipling, 1899
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