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Imperialism – Short Answer DBQs

Directions:  Answer the questions below. 

	Document A

When the whites came to our country, we had the land and they had the Bible.  Now we have the Bible and they have the land.

--  African Proverb




1.  Does this proverb express a positive or negative viewpoint toward the white missionaries?  EXPLAIN.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  Does Document B support Rhodes as a hero or villain?  EXPLAIN. ______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
3.  Does Document C support Rhodes as a hero or villain?  EXPLAIN. ______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
4.  Does Document D support Rhodes as a hero or villain?  EXPLAIN. ______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  Does Document E support Rhodes as a hero or villain?  EXPLAIN. ______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.  Does Document F support Rhodes as a hero or villain?  EXPLAIN. ______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7.  Does Document G support Rhodes as a hero or villain?  EXPLAIN. ______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Document B





Europeans frequently tricked illiterate African rulers into signing documents under false agreements. For example, in 1888 Ndebele King Lobengula inadvertently gave British businessman Cecil Rhodes and his private mining company the right to take over what is now Zimbabwe. Rhodes used a translator to confusingly and incorrectly explain the details of their deal. In exchange for the land, Rhodes gave Lobengula 100 pounds a month as well as 1,000 rifles, 10,000 rounds of ammunition and a riverboat. The British government ignored Lobengula’s subsequent protests and approved Rhodes’s colonization of the country.








Document C





Rhodes left nearly all of his multi-million dollar fortune to provide scholarships. For more than a century, Rhodes has paid for about 100 students from English-speaking countries around the world to study for two years at Oxford University, one of the best universities in the world. Rhodes wanted to improve the world by supporting more leaders who wanted to serve their people. Today, the Rhodes Scholarship is among the best prestigious scholarships available. Among the Americans who been selected as Rhodes Scholars are former President Bill Clinton and Newark Mayor Cory Booker.











Document D





“We must find new lands from which we can easily obtain raw materials and at the same time exploit the cheap slave labour that is available from the natives of the colonies. The colonies would also provide a dumping ground for the surplus goods produced in our factories.” – Cecil Rhodes 





Document E





A plaque at a museum in Zimbabwe explains that Rhodes was a perfect example of someone who, in a short lifetime, had many accomplishments. The plaque also points to one phrase as the main idea of what Rhodes wanted to accomplish in Africa. Stating a goal that Cecil John Rhodes would follow throughout his life, the plaque reads: "to render [make] myself useful to my country."








Document F





“I contend that we [British] are the ﬁrst race in the world, and the more of the world we 


inhabit, the better it is for the human race. . . . It is our duty to seize every opportunity 


of acquiring more territory and we should keep this one idea steadily before our eyes 


that more territory simply means more of the Anglo-Saxon race, more of the best, the 


most human, most honourable race the world possesses.” – Cecil Rhodes








Document G





Today, Rhodes is a celebrity among capitalists. After all, Rhodes rarely if ever broke the law. Occasionally, he tricked African leaders, but mostly Rhodes just exploited the African laissez-faire policies. Why should Rhodes be blamed for taking advantage of a situation? It’s not like the Africans were mining diamonds and Rhodes kicked them off their own land. Rhodes discovered the diamonds in Africa, worked hard to mine them and get them ready to be sold and ended up making a fortune. 

















