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THEMATIC ESSAY QUESTION – Imperialism
Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs addressing the task below, and a conclusion.  This essay is to be handed in along with your exam on Friday, December 10, 2010.  It will count as 20 points on your exam.  You will need to do an outline (you may use the outline on the back of this sheet or your own).  Your final draft of this essay must be typed.
Theme: Imperialism

Imperialism occurs when a strong nation takes over a weaker nation or region and dominates its economic, political, or cultural life. This type of foreign policy was practiced by throughout the 1800s and early 1900s. In every case, nations experienced industrialization prior to practicing imperialism. This created a demand for cheap raw materials, cheap labor and the need for markets to buy manufactured goods.
Historical Context:

During the 1800’s European Imperialism expanded to include India, parts of Asia, and Africa. European colonial rule had both positive and negative effects on their colonial empires.

Task:

Define Imperialism

Describe key events and identify important individuals that were significant to this imperialistic movement.

Choose a region of the world and explain how imperialism had positive or negative effects on that region.

Thematic Essay Outline

Intro – Adding your own voice (after the “I will… I will…”) Why is imperialism important? Do you agree with it? 


BP #1 

Bullet Point #1:  Define Imperialism.


BP #1 

Bullet Point #2: Key Events and People

	Key Events that were important to imperialism
	Key People that were important to imperialism 


Bullet Point #3:  What region of the world are you going to use? ____________________ 
	Positive Effects of Imperialism
	Negative Effects of Imperialism

	1)


	1)

	2)


	2)

	3)


	3) 

	4)


	4) 


Conclusion – (after the “I did… I did…”)  So What?  Why is imperialism important? 
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