#121
European Imperialism in India and Asia
Over the past week, we have discussed the Scramble for Africa and the ways that the Europeans took over the continent of Africa.  We also discussed how many Africans attempted to fight back against European imperialism, namely the Zulus in South Africa.  At the same time that this Scramble for Africa was going on, European countries were also taking over India and parts of Asia.
European Imperialism in INDIA
The Sepoy Mutiny

The British East India Company had established trading rights in India in the early 1600s.  By the mid-1800s, this company controlled 3/5 of India.  The company employed Indian soldiers, called “sepoys”.

In 1857, tensions rose.  The British had angered the sepoys by demanding that soldiers follow rules that were against their religious beliefs.  The Sepoy Mutiny, or the Sepoy Rebellion, called for Hindus and Muslims to unite against the British.  The British, however, crushed the revolt.


The Sepoy Mutiny left bitter feelings.  It also caused the British to change their policies.  In 1858, Parliament ended the rule of the East India company.  The British government took direct command of India.

European Imperialism in CHINA

Since 1644, rulers of the Qing dynasty had refused to adopt western ways.  As a result, the economic, political, and military strength of European imperialists was able to challenge China’s Middle Kingdom.  Does anyone remember from Global I why China called itself the “Middle Kingdom”?  Hint:  can you remember what “ethnocentrism” means?

The Opium War and the Treaty of Nanjing


British merchants began to trade opium in China in the late 1700s.  Does anyone know what opium is?  China tried to halt imports of the addictive drug.  In 1839, to keep trade open, the British fought with China in a conflict called the Opium War.  Britain’s superior military and industrial strength led to a quick victory.  In the years that followed, other western powers forced China to sign unequal treaties.  The western powers carved out spheres of influence, areas in which an outside power claimed exclusive trade privileges.

The Boxer Rebellion – Chinese Reaction to Imperialism


Foreign imperialism led to further clashes between the imperialist powers and China – and among the Chinese themselves.  In 1900, a group known to westerners as the “Boxers” assaulted foreign communities across China in a conflict known as the Boxer Rebellion.  Armies from Japan and the West, however, soon crushed the uprising and forced China to grant more concessions to foreign powers.  After this defeat, greater numbers of Chinese called for western-style reforms.
European Imperialism in JAPAN

During the 1600s, Japanese shoguns gained control of Japan and isolated it from the rest of the world.  However, in 1853, an American fleet, commanded by Commodore Matthew Perry, sailed to Japan and ended over 200 years of isolation by opening Japan to trade.  Soon afterward, Japan’s ruling shogun was overthrown, the emperor regain his throne, and the Meiji Restoration began.  During this period, Japan underwent a rapid period of modernization and industrialization.  Changes took place within government, the economy, and social life.  Within decades, Japan became a modern industrial power and began to build an overseas empire.  

Meiji Restoration

Since the Tokugawa shoguns banned contact with the West, Japan was cut off from the industrialization and fell behind Europe in science and technology.  However, in 1868, a rebellion occurred where the Emperor was placed back in power.  The period from 1868-1912 is known as the Meiji Restoration.  Meiji means “enlightened rule.”  During this time, the emperor and his advisors began a series of reforms that changed Japan forever.

During this time, the Meiji government used western methods and machinery to develop an industrial economy in Japan.  The government built factories and railroads.  By the 1890s, peasants were migrating to the cities for jobs (what is this called?) and their industrial revolution was in full swing.

Japan as a Global Power

By the 1890s, industrialization had led to Japan having a strong military.  Like Europe, Japan began to use its industrial and military strength to begin a policy of Imperialism in the Far East.  It sought colonies as sources of raw materials and as markets for finished products.  In 1894, Japan fought a war with China, the Sino-Japanese War, and in 1904, Japan fought the Russo-Japanese War with Russia over Korea.  Think about China, Russia, and Japan – who do you think won these wars?
























