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Unit 5: Empires


During this unit we will study 5 different Empires or sets of Empires. They include: 1) Byzantine Empire, 2) The Arab Empires and Islamic Civilization, 3) The Maurya and Gupta Empires in India, 4) The Tang and Song Empires in China, and 5) The Mongols in China.  Last class, we concluded our study of the Byzantine Empire.  During our study of the Byzantine Empire we learned:

I) As the Roman Empire in the West declined, the Byzantine Empire grew in power.
II) The Byzantine Empire had a strong government and a code of laws under Justinian.


III) The lasting heritage of the Byzantine Empire lay in its preservation of classical culture, its 

      traditions of law and government, and its spreading of Christian beliefs.

IV) The Eastern Orthodox Christian Church was a powerful force in the empire that developed its own 

       practices and traditions and split from the Roman Catholic Church.

V) The Byzantine Empire provided Russia and other Eastern European lands with a written language, 

      art and architecture, and an autocratic style of government.

Can you name something else we learned about the Byzantine Empire?

We are now finished with the Byzantine Empire, but we still have 4 other empires to study during this unit. One down, 4 to go!!! Today, we will begin to learn about the Arab Empire and Islamic Civilization.  This is the second Empire we will study during this unit. 

Arab Empires and Islamic Civilization


During our unit on World Religions and Belief Systems (Unit 3) we learned a lot about Islam.  Before we begin learning about Islamic Civilization and Arab Empires, it is important for us to review some of the things we already know about Islam.  Islam is a monotheistic religion that began in A.D. 622 on the Arabian Peninsula when Muhammad led his followers on a journey out of Mecca.  Believers in Islam are called Muslims.  Muslims believe that Muhammad was the last of a series of holy prophets (a holy messenger that delivers G-d's message) that included Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.  Muslims believe Allah (G-d) is the only G-d and that Muhammad was his last messenger. All Muslims accept five basic duties, known as the Five Pillars.  The Five Pillars of Islam state:

   1. Allah: There is only one G-d, called Allah, who is compassionate and all-powerful.  Muhammad  

       is G-d's greatest prophet (messenger).

   2. Prayer: Muslims must pray five times a day while facing the holy city of Mecca.
   3. Charity: Muslims are expected to give money to the poor.

   4. Ramadan:  Muslims are expected to fast (not eat) from sunrise to sunset during the holy month of       

       Ramadan, the month when the Koran was revealed to Muhammad. 

   5. Hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca:  Muslims are supposed to make a religious journey (pilgrimage) to 

        the city of Mecca at least once in their lifetime if they have the money and are physically able to 

        travel. 

The Islamic symbol is the _______________.                            [image: image1.png]



Islam's holy book or sacred text is the ____________________.
The Islamic holy place of prayer is called a ______________________.

Islamic law is called ___________________.

Name one similarity and one difference between Islam and the other two monotheistic religions:  

The Spread of Islam and Islamic Civilization 

Before the religion of Islam began, most people living around the Arabian Peninsula were nomads (meaning they moved from place to place) who herded sheep, camels, and goats.  These people were called Arabs, because they spoke a language called Arabic.  Most Arabs were organized into tribes and were polytheistic.  By the AD 500s, many tribes settled around fertile valleys to pursue either farming or trade and towns began to grow.  The most important of these towns was named Mecca.  As towns grew into cities, the old tribal rules no longer worked to control the growing number of people in towns and cities.  Religious ideas were also changing during this time.  Arabs were introduced to the monotheistic religions of Judaism and Christianity and many Arabs grew dissatisfied with their old beliefs.  All these factors set the stage for the success of Islam.  Islam would eventually provide these Arab peoples with a new set of laws and a new belief system that would allow these new Arab towns and cities to grow into Empires.  


Islam arose in the Arabian Peninsula in the early 600s.  In 632, the founder of Islam, Muhammad, died.  In the years after Muhammad's death, Islam spread rapidly.  A man named Abu Bakr was elected to be the first caliph, or successor of Muhammad.  For the next 200-300 years Muslims were ruled by a Muslim leader called a caliph.  The time period from Muhammad's death in 632 to 900 is called the caliphate, because during this time caliphs ruled over the Islamic peoples.  The Muslim world expanded during the caliphate.     


As the first caliph, Abu Bakr took on the job of spreading Islam after Muhammad had died.  Abu Bakr was successful in uniting Arabs in the Islamic faith.  His army began an amazing military campaign that and conquered parts of the Byzantine Empire, the Persian Empire, Egypt, and Spain.  Abu Bakr wanted to keep on conquering more and more land for the Muslim people.  His army invaded Western Europe.  They took over Spain and Sicily (now part of Italy) but they were stopped at the Battle of Tours (a city in France) in 732 AD.  This single battle determined whether Europe would become Christian or Muslim.  Since Caliph Abu Bakr lost the battle of Tours, Europe became Christian and NOT Muslim.  However, if Muslims had won at the battle of Tours our world would be a lot different today.  Europe might have become Muslim instead of Christian, which would mean that we would mostly be Muslim as well.  How would the world be different if the Muslims had won the Battle of Tours?  Name 3 events in history that might not have happened or might have happened differently.  


During the caliphate and the centuries that followed, more and more people embraced Islam.  Islam spread over the Middle East, North Africa, Spain, Sicily, India, and Southeast Asia.    

Reasons for Muslim Success:


One reason for spread of Islam was that the Arabs were strong fighters.  Their cavalry, mounted on camels and horses, overwhelmed their opponents.  Why would this be an advantage?  The Muslims were also successful partly because the Byzantine and Persian Empires were weak from fighting wars against each other.  Another very important factor was that the Muslims were united by their belief in Islam.  In addition, Muslim rulers often treated the people they conquered fairly.  They did not force people to convert to Islam.  However, people who were conquered often welcomed the new Muslim ruler after years of living under bad conditions.  Many converted to Islam of their own accord.  

