#133
The Tang and Song Empires in China


Last class, we learned about the Maurya and Gupta Empires in India.  Earlier in this unit we learned about the Arab Empires, and before that we learned about the Byzantine Empire. Can you name one thing we have learned about each of these empires?  Now we only have two Empires (or sets of empires) left to learn about during this unit: the Tang and the Song Dynasties in China and lastly, the Mongol Empire in China.  Today, we will learn about the Tang and Song Dynasties in China.  Next class, we will learn about the final empire of this unit, the Mongols in China. 

The Tang and the Song 


After the Han dynasty declined in the AD 200s, China was divided for nearly 400 years.  Then, in the 600s, a young general came to power and established the Tang Dynasty
, a powerful dynasty that ruled China from 618 to 907.  The Tang Dynasty built a huge Empire with its capital at Xian (Shee-an).  Tang rulers forced their neighbors in Vietnam, Korea, and Tibet to become tributary states.  Can you infer what it means to be a "tributary state"?  What does it mean to pay tribute?  These "tributary states" were allowed to remain independent but their rulers had to send tribute, or pay money, to the Tang Empire.  


Government corruption
, drought, and rebellions all contributed to the collapse of the Tang Dynasty in 907.  Then, in 960, a scholarly general named Zhao Kuangyin reunited China under the Song Dynasty.  China prospered under the Song Dynasty.  However, eventually the Mongols took over the Song in 1279.  We will learn about the Mongols next class.   

I. GOVERNMENT:  Confucianism influenced the structure of government and society under both the Tang and Song Empires.  Tang rulers revived (brought back) the civil service system that had first been developed during the Han dynasty.  Remember that the civil service system rewarded people based on their skills rather than what family they were from, how much money they had, or who they knew.   People who wanted to hold office (government jobs) had to pass difficult examinations that emphasized Confucian philosophy.  Rulers set up schools that prepared male students to take these exams.  This system gave Tang and Song China a highly educated ruling class.  The highest person in government was the Emperor.  Since both the Tang and the Song were dynasties, the Emperor would pass power down to his descendants (members of his own family – usually his son).    

II. SOCIETY:  Confucianist beliefs also guided the structure of the society.  Do you remember what Confucianism said about the 5 Proper Relationships?  In the 5 Proper Relationships of Confucianism who were the superiors? _____________________________________________________________

Who were the inferiors? _____________________________________________________________

Confucian thought stressed social order based on duty, rank, and proper behavior.  Under the Tang and the Song there was a strict social order that consisted of 3 main classes:  the gentry, the peasants, and the merchants.  






   Gentry  (on the top)


The gentry were wealthy landowners who preferred scholarship over physical labor.  The gentry class valued Confucian thought and sometimes spent years studying it.  The gentry had to pass a civil service examination to obtain honored positions in government.  

Peasants  (in the middle)


Most Chinese people were peasants.  They worked the land and lived on what they produced.  To supplement their income, the sometimes sold or traded handicrafts.  Peasants lived in small villages that managed their own affairs.  
Merchants  (on the bottom)


Although some merchants became very rich from selling merchandise, they held a lower social status than the peasants because their wealth came from the labor of others.  As a result, some merchants bought land and educated their sons to enter the ranks of the gentry.  Make a text to world connection:  How are merchants viewed on our society?   


Gentry


Peasants


Merchants



Status of Women:  Under Tang and Song dynasties, many women held great authority. Within the home, women managed family finances, imposed discipline, and supervised servants.  However, boys were still valued over girls.  When a girl married, she was required to become a part of her husband’s family and if widowed, could never remarry.  

III. ECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENTS:


a) Land Reform:  During the Tang Dynasty, a system of land reform redistributed land to peasants.  Large landowners had less power, and peasants could contribute to government revenue by paying taxes.


b) Expanded Trade: Foreign trade expanded under both the Tang and the Song.  Chinese merchants traded with India, Persia, and the Middle East.  The Chinese became expert shipbuilders and emerged as a naval power.  In order to improve trade, the government issued paper money.  This was the first time in world history that a government issued paper money to represent wealth.  


c) Canals:  Canals (narrow waterways) were built to encourage trade and improve transportation.  The Grand Canal was the largest, connecting the Yellow River and Yangtze River.  This canal allowed food from farms in southern China to be sent north.  Can you remember another civilization that built canals?

IV. LITERATURE AND ARTS:  The arts were very important during the Tang and Song Dynasties.  Chinese writers wrote poetry and short stories.  Chinese landscape paintings became very popular under the Song Empire.  Calligraphy (or fine handwriting) also flourished.  Chinese architects created the pagoda, a temple with a roof that curved up at the corners (which was based on the Gupta Stupas).  The Chinese became experts at making porcelain, a hard, shiny pottery.

V. CHINESE INFLUENCE ON JAPAN:  During the Tang Dynasty, a Japanese prince sent nobles to China to study.  Japanese nobles continued to bring Chinese ideas and technology back to Japan.  By the 800s, as the Tang Dynasty started to decline, the Japanese had begun to blend Chinese ideas with their own to create a unique culture.  

VI. SUMMARY: Both the Tang and the Song China had an efficient government, a well-structured and stable society, and a strong economy where farming and trade flourished.  Under the Tang and the Song, China made contributions in art, literature, and architecture.  China influenced other cultures, including that of Japan, Korea, and Vietnam.  







� Remember that a Dynasty is a kind of Empire where power is passed down from father to son.  


� Remember that corruption means unfair or selfish practices.  Where else have you learned about corruption in English and History this year?  What are some examples of modern day corruption?  





