#135
The Mongol Empire
	Last class we learned about the Tang and Song Empires in China.  We learned about the Tang Dynasty, which lasted from 618 to 907.  We learned that the Tang Dynasty collapsed in 907 and then the Song Dynasty reunited China when it took power in 960.  We learned that both the Tang and Song Dynasties had a strong stable government, a rigid social structure, a strong economy based on trade and farming, and that they made contributions to art, literature, and architecture.  The Tang and Song Empires based their government and social structure on the teachings of Confucianism.  The Song Dynasty thrived until 1279 when they were taken over by the Mongols.  Today we will learn about the Mongol Empire.  This is the 5th and last empire that we will study during this unit!  WOO HOO!  
	Around 1200, the Mongols swept out of the grasslands of central Asia to build the largest empire in the world!!!  Under leaders such as Genghis Khan and Kublai Khan, fierce Mongol fighters conquered an area from China to Persia, even entering Europe.  Often, Mongol rulers provided stability, peace, and prosperity.  This stability encouraged cultural exchange between the East and the West.  Mongol power declined gradually because of the size and the diversity of the area they ruled, poor administration, and internal revolt.  

I. RISE OF THE MONGOLS:
The Mongols of central Asia were nomadic herders who roamed the grasslands with their horses and sheep.  The Mongols were skillful horse riders and fierce fighters and raiders.  Under the leader, Genghis Khan, the Mongols built the largest empire in the world.  

A) Genghis Khan:  
	Genghis Khan was born in central Asia in the 1100s.  After experiencing a difficult childhood, he became a courageous warrior and skilled leader.  He brought together the scattered Mongol clans under one government.  As supreme ruler of the Mongol clans, he earned the title “Genghis Khan” which meant “World Emperor.” 
 	He organized Mongol armies into disciplined cavalry (warriors on horses) units under the command of competent officers.  With his organized and disciplined armies, he took most of Asia from Korea in the east to the Caspian Sea in the west.  His armies advanced into Persia, India, and even northern China.  There were several reasons for these Mongol victories.  The Mongols were skilled horseman and bowmen.  (Make an inference: why were they skilled with horses and bows?)  Eventually, they borrowed new military technology, such as cannons, from the Chinese and the Turks.  

B) Expansion:
	During the time of Genghis Khan, the Mongols invaded Eastern Europe.  One of the Mongol tribes even came within reach of the Byzantine city of Constantinople (they were called “Huns” – does anyone remember them from the movie?).  After the time of Genghis Khan, the Mongols attacked Russia, Hungary, and Poland.  One grandson of Genghis Khan, called Batu, led Mongol armies into Russia and other lands of Eastern Europe between 1236 and 1241.  This group of Mongols was known as the Golden Horde because of the color of their tents.  They conquered many Russian cities and ruled there for 240 years.  Like other Mongols, the men of the Golden Horde were fierce warriors but they were tolerant rulers.  In the 1300s another Mongol army conquered Persia, Mesopotamia, Russia and India.   
	In 1279, Kublai Khan, another grandson of Genghis Khan, completed the job of conquering China by dominating the south.  He not only ruled China but also Korea, Tibet, and parts of Vietnam.  Kublai Khan adopted a Chinese name for his dynasty, the Yuan Dynasty.  Why do you think he adopted a Chinese name for his dynasty?  
He didn’t want Mongols to become absorbed into Chinese society so he gave the best government jobs to Mongols and allowed only Mongols to serve in the army.  How popular do you think he was among the Chinese people?
	Another descendant of Genghis Khan established a Mongol Dynasty in India called the Mughal Dynasty, which ruled from 1526 to 1857.  How is the Mongol Empire different from all the other empires we have studied?

II. THE MONGOL IMPACT

	Mongol power reached its peak by about 1300.  Mongol rule stretched throughout central Asia and China, into Russia, Europe, Southwest Asia and India.  Fierce Mongol warriors spread terror and destruction throughout the regions they conquered.  They burned down cities and killed countless people.  However, despite their brutality in war, most Mongol leaders ruled with tolerance. Genghis Khan respected academics, artists and artisans.  He listened to the ideas of scholars of many religions.  His heirs (what does “heirs” mean? ____________________) continued his polices of brutality in war and tolerance in rule.  People who were conquered were often allowed to live as they did before, as long as they paid tribute to the Mongols.  

A) Lasting Effects on Russia:  The Mongols ruled Russia for about 250 years.  Mongol rule had a great and lasting effect on Russia.  First of all, the absolute power of the Mongol rulers served as a model for later Russian rulers who also expected to rule with absolute power.  Secondly, Mongol rule established Russia's isolation from the rest of Europe.  This isolation of Russia from Western Europe deprived Russia of many advances in the arts and sciences that were made later in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.  

B) Prosperity and Discontent in China: The Mongol (Yuan) dynasty ruled China for 150 years.  They established peace and order in their kingdom.  Great cities flourished in China under Kublai Khan’s rule.  His capital city of Khanbalik (now Beijing) was a large, well-planned city that became very rich.  However, only Mongols could serve in the military and have the best government jobs.  As a result, the Chinese resented the Mongols and uprisings occurred.  

C) Pax Mongolia and Global Trade:  As a result of Mongol rule, there was political stability throughout much of Asia.  This period of stability is known as the Pax Mongolia (remember that pax means "peace").  What other periods have we learned about with "Pax" in the title?  The Pax Mongolia allowed for an exchange of goods and ideas between the East and the West.
	THE SILK ROAD AND TRADE:  The Silk Road is the name for the trade route that linked China to the Middle east (it is NOT an actual road).  However, in the centuries before the rise of the Mongol, the Silk Road had become very dangerous and people used it less often.  The Mongols began providing safe passage along the Silk Road and as a result, trade flourished.  Products such as gunpowder, porcelain, as well as technology of papermaking, and the use of windmills flowed west.  
	MARCO POLO and IBN BATTUTA:  Safer travel meant that people could explore other lands.  Marco Polo, an Italian merchant, traveled to the court of Kublai Khan in the late 1200s and remained for many years.  His writings introduced Europeans to the beauty and riches of China.  
	Ibn Battuta, an Arab scholar from Morocco, traveled at about the same time.  He traveled first to Mecca, and then through Asia Minor, Persia, India, Indonesia, and China.  Later, he traveled to Spain.  The record of his travels is of great interest to historians.  

III. DECLINE OF MONGOL POWER:
	Mongol power declined for several reasons.  Firstly, Mongol lands were too large and diverse for one power to govern effectively.  Secondly, although the Mongols were excellent fighters, they had little experience in government.  They often depended on other people to govern for them who were either corrupt or incompetent.  Thirdly, the death of strong leaders hurt Mongol power.  For example, after death of Kublai Khan, the Yuan dynasty broke apart.  Lastly, in China and Russia, there had been a long history of resentment of Mongol rule.  In both countries, a desire for independent from foreign rule provoked leaders to overthrow the Mongols and start their own dynasties.
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