
#13
I Believe… Poem

(Your first project!)

Name:  _________________________________________

Class:  11-_____

Different people have very different beliefs.  Even people within the same family sometimes develop different beliefs.  These beliefs have been formed in many different ways.  Before we can analyze what Europeans believed before and after the Intellectual Revolutions, we need to determine what we believe and why.  After we have figured out where our beliefs come from, we can better understand whether we would fit better into the Age of Absolutism (Religion) or the Age of the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment (Reason). 

Take some time to brainstorm what you accept to be true in this world. These beliefs can be about almost anything, but they need to be beliefs you hold strongly. 

1. Your poem should begin with “I believe…” and then your beliefs should follow.
2. You need at least five beliefs; there is no maximum number.
3. You also need to include a brief description of where your beliefs come from. In other words, who or what has influenced you?
4. Based on what you know so far, do you fit more into the way Europeans thought in Global 1/2 or the way Europeans thought in Global 3/4? Support your answer with evidence. 
a. For example, “I identify more with the Intellectual Revolutions because I always need to see proof before I believe something. The philosophers during the Enlightenment didn’t believe anything unless they had evidence, just like me.”

5. Your poem needs to be decorated or illustrated in some way.

I don’t want to give you too many details and limit your creativity. Embrace new ideas and make these poems your own – after all, they are your beliefs. You will get credit for effort, not for artistry.
YOUR PROJECT IS DUE ON ___________________________________

I believe…

… people are innately good.

… ALL students deserve the opportunity for an excellent education.

… in G-d.

… adults do not spend enough time playing. 

… everybody should be treated equally.

… soccer and snowboarding ROCK.

… in karma.

… Peeps are sugary happiness.
… ANYTHING is possible.

· By Ms. Cohen
· My beliefs are inspired by my life experiences, my optimism, my past mistakes, and my taste buds.
· My beliefs make me more similar to the Intellectual Revolutionaries than the religious times during the Age of Absolutism. Like the philosophers during the Enlightenment, I prefer to have some type of proof, evidence, or experience to backup my beliefs.  I believe that all people should be empowered by education, not just a select few.  My beliefs in G-d were given to me by my parents when I was young, although some of my religious beliefs have evolved and changed in adulthood.  My belief that anything is possible goes against the monarchs who believed they were more special than others because of divine right.






