#141
Russia, Post-WWI

[image: ]The last time we heard about Russia was during World War I. After the assassination of Franz Ferdinand, Russia joined an alliance with Serbia. We analyzed maps and saw that Russia ceded a lot of land during World War I, but we did not hear about Russia gaining anything from the Treaty of Versailles. So what happened to Russia during World War I? 
	Russia quit World War I before the conflict ended. The military was losing a high number of casualties (5.5 million Russian soldiers had been killed, wounded or taken prisoner), and Russians were suffering from a shortage of food, gas and housing (in the total war, all of these resources were going to the military). In 1917, the Russians rebelled against the leader of the country, Czar/Tsar Nicholas II (remember the picture on the right?  The Czar is on the left). The Czar’s troops felt bad for the starving people and refused to shoot at them. The Czar had no choice but to end his reign.  He abdicated his throne in March, 1917.  What do you think “abdicate” means?
[image: lenin]	Vladimir Lenin (left) and his supporters, the Bolsheviks, replaced Czar Nicholas II. Lenin had been in exile during World War I, but now he saw an opportunity to take power.  Lenin had a motto!  He promised Russians ‘Peace, Land and Bread’ and quickly gained the people’s support. He brought peace by quickly ending Russia’s role in WWI.
	Lenin believed in the ideas of Karl Marx, who had created the communist philosophy during the Industrial Revolution. Marx had written that urban workers should overthrow the capitalists (the factory owners) and run the government. Russia did not have a large urban population, however, so Lenin decided a special group of reformers would lead the Russian/Bolshevik Revolution.
	The years right after the revolution were successful. Lenin’s Communist Party banned other political parties so only Communists could run for office. The Communists also took over banks, factories and railroads. By 1922, Lenin and the Communists had gained control of neighboring territory, too. With all of this land, the Communist government then created the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), which we will call the Soviet Union.
[image: stalin][image: trotsky]	Trouble struck in 1924, when Lenin died. Two revolutionaries – Joseph Stalin (right) and Leon Trotsky (left) competed fiercely for the right to take over the Soviet Union. Stalin won the rivalry, and then used terror and intimidation to oppress the people he ruled. During the Great Purge, Stalin accused thousands of people of crimes against the government and executed them, exiled them or sent them to prison. Stalin was creating a totalitarian dictatorship. 
Long-Term Causes of the Russian Revolution

A variety of factors had been leading up to the revolution in Russia for a long time.  Throughout the 1800s and early 1900s, discontent (unhappiness) grew as Russian czars resisted needed reforms.

1.  Czarist Rule – In the last 1800s, Czars sought to industrialize Russia and build up their economic strength.  Although these czars wanted to import western industrialization, they hoped to block the ideals of the French Revolution.  Russian citizens called for reforms that would eliminate corruption in government, but the czars refused these reforms, and used harsh tactics, such as secret police, to suppress reform.

2.  Peasant Unrest – A rigid system of social classes still existed in Russia at the beginning of World War I.  Landowning nobles, priests, and an autocratic czar dominated society.  A small middle class was prevented from gaining power.  Peasants faced many difficulties.  Most were too poor to buy the land they worked.  Even those who owned land often did not have enough to feed their families.

3.  Problems of Urban Workers – Some peasants had moved to cities and found jobs in new industries.  They worked long hours and their pay was low.  Most lived in slums that were nests of poverty and disease.  It was among these workers that ideas about revolution and reform spread.

4.  Diversity and Nationalism – Russia ruled a vast and diverse empire.  It included many ethnic minorities.  The czars maintained strict control over these groups.  Under the policy of Russification, czars attempted to make all in their empire think, act, and believe as Russians.  However, ethnic minorities did not want their native cultures destroyed.  Can you relate to this?  Can you think of an ethnic minority in the U.S. that does not want their native culture destroyed?

[image: ]Revolution of 1905

	On Saturday, January 22, 1905, a march occurred in St. Petersburg (a large city in Russia, named after Peter the Great).  The peaceful marchers hoped to influence the czar for reform.  Czar Nicholas II, fearing an uprising, called in soldiers.  The soldiers shot and killed many of the marchers.  “Bloody Sunday,” as it was called, destroyed the people’s faith and trust in the czar.  After Bloody Sunday, strikes and revolts exploded across Russia’s cities and countryside.
	In the face of this chaos, Nicholas made some changes.  He agreed to reforms and promised to grant more rights, such as freedom of speech.  He agreed to set up an elected national legislature – the Duma.  However, the Duma had limited powers and did little to relieve peasant and worker discontent.
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