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World War I and the End of Czarist Rule


As you have learned, Russia was one of the Allied Powers in World War I.  With little industry, however, Russia was not ready to fight a modern war.  Russian soldiers lacked adequate weapons and supplies, and Russia suffered a series of battlefield defeats.  Food was scarce.  Many soldiers lost confidence in Russia’s military leadership and deserted.

The March Revolution


In March, 1917, military defeats and shortages of food, fuel, and housing in Russia sparked a revolt.  In the capital city, St. Petersburg, rioters in the streets demanded bread.  The czar’s soldiers sympathized with the demonstrators and refused to fire on them.  With no control over his troops and with the country nearing anarchy, Czar Nicholas II abdicated, or gave up his rule, in March, 1917.

The Bolshevik Revolution


The government’s slowness to bring about meaningful change led the revolutionary socialists to plot further action.  They set up soviets, or councils of workers and soldiers, in Russian cities.  At first, these soviets worked within the system set up by the government, but eventually, they were taken over by a radical socialist party.
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Lenin Gains Support

After Czar Nicholas II was overthrown in 1917, Vladimir Lenin and Leon Trotsky took over power in Russia.  This change was not surprising if you think about Lenin’s family. Lenin’s older brother, Alexander, was hung years earlier when the police discovered his plan to kill the czar. Everyone in Lenin’s family had a desire to overthrow the monarch!  These men followed the ideas of Karl Marx (communism) but they adapted them to the Russian situation.  Marx had said that the urban workers would rise on their own to overthrow the capitalist system.  Russia, however, did not have a large urban working class.  Lenin therefore suggested that an elite group of reformers – the Bolsheviks – would guide the revolution in Russia.

Lenin and his followers (the Bolsheviks) grew popular by promising the Russian people “Peace, Land and Bread”.  Yes, they had a motto!  (The motto isn’t quite as catchy as “Anything is Possible” but it’s still pretty good!)  Remember the causes of the revolution – people were tired of World War I and they were running out of resources. This promise sounded great.

Lenin’s army, who were known as the Red Guards, quickly took over the government. Lenin then made a treaty with Germany. This treaty was called the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk and it was signed in March 1918. It was costly for Russia, giving Germany a large amount of Russian territory.  Lenin, however, believed that he needed to make peace with Germany at any price so that he could deal with his enemies at home.

However, there was still a problem with domestic peace. Some Russians still supported the czar and did not want the Bolsheviks, who were now known as the Communists, to take over. From 1918 to 1921, a civil war broke out in Russia between the Reds, which was the name of Lenin’s troops, and the Whites, who wanted a new czar. The Whites tried to assassinate Lenin but failed.  Britain, France, and the United States secretly sent troops to help the Whites.  Why do you think those countries would support the Whites against the Communists?  This foreign intervention, however, stirred Russian nationalism.  An inspired Red Army, under Trotsky’s leadership, defeated its enemies by 1921 and the Reds were victorious.

One-Party Government


Lenin’s government had a constitution and an elected legislature.  However, the Communist Party, not the people themselves, had the real power.  The Communist Party was the only legal party, and only its members could run for office.  The Party enforced its will through the military and a secret police force.  Let’s think about our country.  Can President Obama outlaw the Republican Party?  If he did, how long do you think the Democrats would be in power?
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The Soviet Union  

By 1922, Lenin and the Communists had gained control over much of the old Russian empire.  The Communist government then created the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.), also called the Soviet Union.  It was made up of diverse European and Asian peoples.  Russia, the largest republic, controlled the other states in the Soviet Union.

Now Lenin was completely in control, but Russia was a mess. Millions had died from the civil war and a famine that was taking place. Lenin had work to do.  

SUMMARIZING – (1)  In 3 sentences, summarize the main ideas of today’s lesson in your own words.  Do NOT copy text from the reading.  (2) Underline the most important words/phrases in your sentences.

	


BIG WORDS! – Now we are going to rewrite those 3 sentences, using BIG WORDS to emphasize the most important words/phrases…

	


