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Valid vs. Invalid Websites
What online sources can you trust? 

When conducting online research it is important to pay attention to each website’s address. The way a website address ends can let you know if the website is a valid source or not!

	Valid Sources
Websites to trust
	Invalid
Websites not to trust

	 “.edu” = education
These sites are created by schools and other educational institutions. You can trust their content. Just be sure it’s at your reading level, many of these sites are from colleges and universities. 
	“.com” = commercial
A website that ends in “.com” is often a company website, or a site that is trying to make money. When you are conducting research you want information from people who aren’t trying to sell you something. One important exception to this rule are newspaper sites. They often end in .com.

	Newspapers
Newspapers are usually a credible source of information. In many cases they are primary sources as well. They might have lots of ads, and end in “.com” but you can trust them. 
	Lots of advertisements
Ads are a way of making money. Some valid sites will have advertisements, but notice what they are for. If they are selling video games and dirt bikes, it may not be a trustworthy site. 

	“.gov” = government
These sites are created by the US government. You can trust their content.
	Pop-ups
Pop-ups are aggressive advertisements. Any site that opens pop-up windows on your screen should be avoided. 

	“.org” = organization
These sites are created by organizations, companies that are usually not trying to make money. These sites can usually be trusted. Be careful of using information from wikipedia.org! It is not a valid source 
	Wikipedia.org
Wikipedia.org is an online encyclopedia that can be edited by anyone! Since we do not know if the writers are valid sources themselves, information on wikipedia may not be valid and should not be used for research. 
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