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From the Paleolithic Era to the Neolithic Era


Today we will learn about a major turning point in early history.  We will be learning about the first human beings, who lived in what is called the Paleolithic Era (“era” means “time period”).  These first human beings survived by hunting and gathering their food.  However, a huge turning point in human history occurred when humans began farming and producing their own food.  This turning point is called the “Neolithic Revolution” and marked the beginning of a new era, or time period called the Neolithic Era.   We will learn about how humans lived in both the Paleolithic and Neolithic Eras.   

I) Paleolithic Era or “Old Stone Age” (400,000-10,000 B.C.)

Homo Sapiens (the scientific word for human beings) emerged between 400,000-100,000 years ago.  The first Homo Sapiens (or human beings) lived on the continent of Africa and China.  However, over time, humans migrated (meaning movement of people form one location to another) out of Africa/China and moved all over the world.  

These first human beings were hunters & gatherers (not farmers), meaning they had to search for and kill to obtain their food.  These hunters and gathers divided their responsibilities according to their sex (gender).  Men's job was to hunt & make bladed tools.  Women were responsible for gathering food (berries, etc.), making clothing & carrying vessels (baskets/pottery). Hunters and gatherers did not have a written language, but they did communicate orally (through simple speech).  They used stone tools and weapons and learned to control fire so that they could keep warm and cook food.  

People were nomadic, meaning that they moved from place to place and did not settle in a specific home.  They moved (or migrated) in search of food, water, and shelter.  They established temporary villages or “clans” but they would move every few days in a yearly cycle.  

These early humans did not distinguish between "bosses" and "workers."  It was an egalitarian society (meaning that it was "every man for themselves").  There were no leaders, no governments, and no cities.  This was the origin or humanity, meaning the beginning or humans.
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II) Neolithic Revolution: 


Then there was a huge turning point in human history.  People began to plant and produce food rather than having to hunt and gather in order to survive.  This change took place over thousands of years because of how slow it took for the diffusion of ideas.  

How did this turning point happen?  Well people (probably women), who gathered wild wheat, nuts, and berries, discovered that they could take the grains from wild wheat and seeds from berries, and plant them.  They realized that they seeds would grow into new plants – and so farming began.  During this time, people started to keep their own animals as well.  This is called “animal husbandry,” meaning that people began to domesticate animals.  Now humans could stop wandering and looking for food and could settle in one place.  
This turning point is called the Neolithic Revolution.  It is called a “revolution” because the change was dramatic and required great effort.  Now, humans had the ability to acquire food on a regular basis, which gave humans greater control over their environment.  They could give up nomadic lifestyle and live in settled communities.  
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III) Neolithic Era or “New Stone Age” (10,000-4,000 B.C.)
The Neolithic Era marked a shift from collecting food to producing food.  Now there was “systematic agriculture” (meaning farming).  Humans in the Neolithic Era used “slash and burn farming.”  They learned that they could use animals to pull carts and that they could use animal dung (poop) as fertilizer.  People began domesticating animals (meaning adapting their behavior so that they weren't so wild and could be used by humans). 

People began constructing advanced tools.  One of the main gardening tools was the HOE – a stick with a blade at the end.  People began making pottery out of clay and began weaving.  The invention of weaving meant that people could wear clothing made from things other than animal skins.  

People's jobs or responsibilities began to be divided differently.  Unlike during the time of hunters and gathers, not everyone needed to spend all their time searching for and preparing food.  Now some people were farmers, and some were non-farmers.  This new division of labor meant that certain people ended up with more power than others.  

People also did not have to move around so much looking for food.  Humans during the Neolithic Era developed semi-sedentary (meaning partly permanent) living patterns.  They created villages that were near garden plots and would only move every few years.  
This huge turning point in human history, from hunting and gathering to agriculture, led to the development of Ancient River Civilizations, which we will learn about tomorrow. 
