#165
Feudalism In the Middle Ages


Today we will complete an activity that will help us to understand how society was organized and governed during the Middle Ages in Europe.  After the fall of the Western Roman Empire, there were various waves of attacks on Europe from every angle.  Fierce warriors called Norsemen or Vikings would steal everything they could carry off and destroy everything they could not carry.  Since there was no central government to provide protection against these invaders, people looked to powerful lords and their warrior knights for protection and security.  This system of protection and obligations became known as FEUDALISM. Under Feudalism people were divided into 4 main social classes:


1) The King or Monarch:  The King would give land and protection to Lords (rich landowners) if the lords promised their military support and loyalty to the King.  Therefore, there would only be one King, but the King would want to get as many lords as he could to be loyal to him and fight for him.  


2) Lords:  Lords were next on the social hierarchy.  Lords would try to get as many knights (warriors) as they could to follow them.  Lords promised Knights land and protection if the knights would fight for them and be loyal to them.  Each knight could only be loyal to one lord.


3) Knights: Knights were warriors.  They were loyal to their lords and would fight for them.  However, knights would try to get as many serfs or peasants to follow them.  Knights promised the peasants protection from invaders and land to farm on.  In return, the peasants would give knights food that they grew, pay taxes, and offer military support and loyalty to their knight. 


4) Serfs or Peasants: Serfs were peasants.  Most of society was serfs.  Serfs farmed the land.  Serfs needed protection from invaders.  So they gave food, money, and loyalty to a knight in return for the knight's promise to protect them from invaders.  In Feudalism, Serfs were loyal to Knights, who in turn were loyal to Lords, who in turn were loyal to one king. [image: image1.png]K .
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Today you will all become a part of the Feudal system.  One of you will become the King.  Three of you will be Lords.  Seven of you will be Knights.  And the rest of you will become Serfs.  






