#167
Between The Wars

[image: ]After World War I, global problems remained.  The Treaty of Versailles punished Germany.  The League of Nations had little power.  Old empires had collapsed, and new nations had come into being.  Which were the 2 empires/nations that collapsed after the war?  (1) _________________ 
(2) _________________ Nationalism continued to cause conflict.  World War I had disillusioned many, altered society, and prompted new forms of expression.  In Europe and the United States, women struggled to gain the right to vote (suffrage).  Then, in 1929, the global economy crashed, leading to a worldwide depression.  During this time, fascism, a new kind of dictatorship, rose in Italy and Germany.  In Japan, aggressive military leaders gained power.

      Treaty of Versailles
In January, 1919, the victorious Allies gathered at the palace of Versailles, outside Paris, to work out the terms of peace.  U.S. President Woodrow Wilson and Prime Minister David Lloyd George of England joined French leader Georges Clemenceau.  They were known as the “Big Three” of the meeting that would be called the Paris Peace Conference.  These men had differing goals.  Wilson stressed self-determination – when people would choose their own government.  Why would England and France not like Wilson’s idea of self-determination for all people?  Wilson also hoped to create a world organization that would guarantee peace in the future.  Britain and France wanted to punish Germany and make sure that it would never again become a threat.

Harsh Provisions for Germany
        In the end, Britain and France’s ideas guided the Treaty of Versailles and Germany was HARSHLY punished.
1. Territorial Losses – Land was taken from Germany. 
2. Military Restrictions – Germany’s army and navy were limited. 
3. War Guilt – Germany had to accept full responsibility for the war and pay huge reparations, or large sums of money to help undo war damage.  Accepting the blame and paying the reparations caused bitterness in Germany.
The League of Nations
        The Treaty of Versailles also formed the League of Nations, a group of over 40 countries that hoped to settle problems through negotiation, not war.  The countries that joined the League of Nations promised to take cooperative economic and military action against any aggressor state.  Although the league had been Woodrow Wilson’s concept, the United States never joined.  Many Americans were afraid that participation in it would drag the United States into future European wars.  In refusing to join, the United States weakened the League of Nations.

Worldwide Depression
        After WWI, economic problems emerged in Europe.  Soldiers, returning from the war, needed jobs.  European nations had war debts to pay and cities to rebuild.  In the U.S., however, there was an economic boom after the war.  The “Roaring ‘20s” came to an end, however, with the crash of the stock market in 1929.  This event triggered the Great Depression of the 1930s, a time of global economic collapse. 

Impact of the Depression
[image: ]        During the Great Depression, banks and businesses closed, putting millions of people out of work.  As the Depression continued, some people lost faith in democracy and capitalism.  Extreme ideas of many types arose.  Communists celebrated what they saw as the failure of capitalism.  Strong leaders supported intense nationalism, militarism, and a return to authoritarian rule.  Can anyone think of another time where, because things became chaotic, people of a country turned to a strong dictator?  When?

The Rise of Fascism (fash-ism)
        Widespread economic despair paved the way for the rise of dictators.  Strong fascist leaders in Italy and Germany promised solutions.  Fascism is the rule of people by a dictatorial government that is nationalistic and imperialistic.  Fascist governments are also anti-communist.  Fascism emerged in both Italy and Germany after WWI.  Can anyone name the two leaders that emerged in these countries?
1. Italy – _______________________________________
2. Germany – ____________________________________
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