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Radicals Come To Power!

[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]


The Rise of Fascism (fash-ism)
        As we read yesterday, widespread economic despair paved the way for the rise of dictators.  Strong fascist leaders in Italy and Germany promised solutions.  Fascism is the rule of people by a dictatorial government that is nationalistic and imperialistic.  Fascist governments are also anti-communist.  Fascism emerged in both Germany and Italy after WWI, with the rise of Adolph Hitler and Benito Mussolini.

Mussolini in Italy
Italy was troubled after World War I.  Treaties had given away land that the Italians had expected to control.  In addition, there was high unemployment among war veterans and taxes were high.  Benito Mussolini took advantage of the unrest, gathering a following of war veterans and other unhappy Italians.  He called his group the Fascist party and promised to solve the nation’s problems and strengthen Italy.  He also vowed to end unemployment and stamp out all threats of communism.  In 1922, the Fascists used force and terror to gain control of Italy.  They killed or jailed their enemies.  Grasping desperately for order, Italians put the goals of the state above their individual rights.


Hitler in Germany
After World War I, the Kaiser stepped down.  Germany was in chaos.  The new democratic government, called the Weimar Republic, was politically weak.  Inflation created major economic problems.  The troubles of the time led to the Nazi rise to power.  Adolf Hitler promised to provide jobs and rebuild German pride.  He stated that the Germans were a superior race called “Aryans” who were destined to build a new empire.  In 1920, he headed the National Socialist German Workers or Nazi, party.  His party grew. In 1933, Hitler was appointed Chancellor (head of the government).
Hitler’s Germany, called the “Third Reich,” was a totalitarian state.  He built a one-party government, ended civil rights, silenced his enemies with force, put businesses under government control, and employed many people in large public works programs.  Germany’s standard of living rose.  Hitler rearmed Germany and rebuilt its military, which directly violated the Treaty of Versailles.
Hitler believed the Jews were the cause of Germany’s problems.  He instituted anti-Semitic policies.  He used education and the arts as propaganda tools to push these policies.  At first, Nazis organized boycotts of Jewish businesses, but by 1938, they were seizing the property and businesses of Jews and selling them to non-Jews.  The Nuremburg Laws of 1935 took away the political rights and German citizenship of Jews.  Few German citizens worried about Hitler’s policies.  Most were pleased at the growth of German pride and Germany’s increased military and economic power.

Emperor Hirohito in Japan
Japan had an Emperor who was looked on as a G-d in Japan.  The Great Depression in 1929 however, led to militarists and extreme nationalists having a larger and larger say in government.  Japan, continuing a policy of Imperialism that began in the early 1900s, continued full-force in the years before WWII.  They began to attack China and all the other countries in the Far East.  In 1931, Japan attacked the Chinese province of Manchuria.  When they were denounced, Japan withdrew from the League of Nations.  They then continued their imperialistic ways.  No one appeared to be able to stop them. 
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