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HOLOCAUST

Directions:  Write down 3-5 things you KNOW about this topic in the first column and write 2-3 things you want to know in the second column.  Make sure you phrase the things you want to know in the form of a question.  After the lesson, we will write down 7-10 things that we have learned. 
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  What you WANT to know
	
     What you LEARNED
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A Brief History of Anti-Semitism

By the time Hitler ordered Germans to boycott Jewish-owned businesses for one day in 1933, anti-Semitism had been taking place around the world for many centuries. Hitler was not the first person to hate the Jews, just the most recent. The question, of course, is why Jews had been persecuted for so long.
	One answer comes from the time of the Roman Empire, 2,000 years ago, when Jesus was crucified. The Roman Catholics held Jews responsible for Jesus’ death. Just like with every group of people they conquered, the Romans tried to force the Jews to obey Roman laws and worship Roman gods. But the Jews refused to change their beliefs. The Romans were enraged and started to call Jews names like “stubborn” and “hostile.” 
	By the fourth century, Christians were using the word “Jew” as an insult. New laws had been passed that tried to keep Jews away from Christians – the laws made it illegal for Jews to eat or have sex with Christians. Two centuries later, there were even more restrictions. Jews could not get elected and they could not hire Christian servants or slaves. During the week before Easter (the Holy Week), Jews were not even allowed to be on the streets.
	Jews had fewer work options in the 12th century, when they were banned from owning land. Jews still needed to have a job and make money, but very few opportunities were available to them. Therefore many Jews started to work as moneylenders. Lending money and charging interest was against many religions’ beliefs, including Christianity and Judaism, but Jews felt like they didn’t any other option. They began to lend money as bankers, but this job only caused more problems for the Jews. Many Christians began to feel jealous and envious of Jewish bankers, and the stereotypes of Jews being greedy and being connected to capitalism were created.
	In the 13th century, German Church leaders made Jews identify themselves by wearing cone-shaped hats. In some Muslim countries, Jews were made to wear yellow in order to identify themselves (Christians had to wear blue).
[image: martin-luther-hitler]	 The problems didn’t stop for the Jews in the 16th century. The first Jewish ghettoes were established in Italy, where Jews had to live in a section of a city or town that was surrounded by high walls and guarded by Christian gatekeepers. In Germany, Martin Luther was starting his Protestant Reformation. He originally felt friendly toward Jews and hoped to convert them, but when Jews refused to convert Luther got angry.
	Luther wrote: “First their synagogues or churches should be set on fire, and whatever does not burn up should be covered or spread over with dirt so that no one may ever be able to see a cinder or stone of it… Secondly, their homes should likewise be broken down and destroyed. For they perpetrate the same things there they do in their synagogues. For this reason they ought to be put under one roof or in a stable, like gypsies, in order that they may realize that they are not masters in this land, as they boast, but miserable captives.”
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