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The Dreyfus Affair
In 1894, Alfred Dreyfus (pictured to the right), a Jewish soldier in the French military, was found guilty of treason. He received a life sentence in prison for having worked as a spy for Germany and was sent to solitary confinement in a French colony in Africa. 
Two years later, the French military found new evidence that proved another soldier – not Dreyfus – had actually spied for Germany. But when this soldier (who was not Jewish) had his trial, the military hid the evidence and the soldier was found innocent. The French military then created a fake document to get Dreyfus in prison again.  
Journalists started investigating the evidence, and eventually Dreyfus was brought out of prison for a new trial. He was finally found innocent and released in 1906, 12 years after he had gone to jail. 
After he gained his freedom, Dreyfus fought for France in World War I from 1914-1918.
1) What, if anything, does the Dreyfus Affair have to do with anti-Semitism? _____________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) Do you agree with Dreyfus’s decision to fight for France in World War I? Why or why not? _______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
3) Theodor Herzl was one of the journalists who wrote about the Dreyfus Affair. Herzl was Jewish, and he believed this example proved that Jews would never be treated fairly in Europe and Jews should create a country only for themselves. After all you have learned about the history of anti-Semitism, do you support Herzl’s idea of creating a country just for Jews? How could this plan help/hurt the Jews? Include events from the history of anti-Semitism in your response. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________


4) Make a prediction – given what you know about the history of anti-Semitism, and given that you know Hitler is about to start attacking the Jews again, do you think a country will be created just for Jews like Herzl wants? Why or why not? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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