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During the 1930s, Italy, Germany, and Japan sought to build new empires.  At first, the democratic powers did not stop them.  When German aggression became impossible to ignore, in 1939, World War II began.  With advanced technology, the war covered a larger area and was more destructive than any before.  Civilians became involved on a larger scale as well.  At first, the Axis powers – Germany, Italy, and Japan – won major victories.  After the entry of the United States and the Soviet Union into the war on the Allied side, however, the tide began to turn.  The war finally ended in 1945.  It had many lasting effects on th e world, including the creation of the United Nations (to keep world peace) and the division of Communist vs. Non-Communist countries, otherwise known as the “Cold War.”
Causes of the War
In the 1930s, Italy, Germany, and Japan aggressively sought to build new empires.  The League of Nations was weak.  Western countries were recovering from the Great Depression and did not want any more war.  As a result, acts of aggression occurred and were allowed to go unchecked.

Japan Invades China – the militaristic leaders of Japan wanted to build a Japanese empire.  In 1931, Japan seized the Chinese territory of Manchuria.  When the League of Nations condemned them for this action, the Japanese simply quit the League.  This success only strengthened militarism in Japan.  In 1937, the Japanese army invaded mainland China, establishing a capital in the city of Nanjing.  The invasion of this city was so brutal that it became known as the “Rape of Nanjing.”  Japan continued to gain more territory during this period of war, attacking and conquering many countries in the Far East.

Italy Attacks Ethiopia – In 1935, the Italian army invaded the African country of Ethiopia.  The Ethiopians resisted the attack, but their weapons were no match for the armor and aircraft of the Italians.  The Ethiopian king appealed to the League of Nations.  The league agreed to stop the sale of weapons and other war materials to Italy.  However, the agreement was not honored by all nations.

German Aggression in Europe – Hitler glorified war as a means of restoring German national pride.  This philosophy led to a policy of expansion.
· Hitler rebuilt the German army, in direct violation of the Treaty of Versailles.
· In 1936, Hitler sent troops into the Rhineland.  This was an area located on Germany’s border with France.  The Treaty of Versailles had required that Germany remove its troops from this border region.
· In 1938, Hitler made Austria part of the German empire.  The same year, he also forced Czechoslovakia to give Germany a border area called the “Sudetenland,” where many Germans lived.
Appeasement
Western democracies adopted a policy of appeasement.  Under this policy, nations gave in to aggressive demands to maintain peace.  The western democracies (England & France) responded weakly to German aggression.  At the Munich Conference in 1938, western democracies agreed that Germany would seize control of the Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia.
Neville Chamberlain on the policy of Appeasement
[image: appease] 
In the late 1930s, Britain and France pursued a policy of appeasement in the hope that Adolf Hitler would not drag Europe into another world war.  Appeasement expressed the widespread British desire to move past World War I and to fix the Treaty of Versailles, which some British leaders thought was unfair for Germany.  Other British leaders though Germany could be an ally against Stalin, who was in the middle of his Great Purge in the Soviet Union.

On September 27, 1938, when negotiations between Hitler and Chamberlain were not going very well, the British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, addressed the British people.  Parts of this speech and another before the British government are included below:

“… How horrible, fantastic, incredible it is that we should be digging trenches and trying on gas masks here because of a quarrel in a far-away country between people of whom we know nothing. It seems still more impossible that a quarrel which has already been settled in principle [WWI] should be the subject of war.

I can well understand the reasons why the Czech Government have felt unable to accept the terms which have been put before them in the German memorandum. Yet I believe after my talks with Herr Hitler that, if only time were allowed, it ought to be possible for the arrangements for transferring the territory that the Czech Government has agreed to give to Germany to be settled by agreement under conditions which would assure fair treatment to the population concerned…

However much we may sympathize with a small nation confronted by a big and powerful neighbor, we cannot in all circumstances undertake to involve the whole British Empire in war simply on her [Czechoslovakia’s] account. If we have to fight it must be on larger issues than that. I am myself a man of peace to the depths of my soul. Armed conflict between nations is a nightmare to me; but if I were convinced that any nation had made up its mind to dominate the world by fear of its force, I should feel that it must be resisted. Under such a domination life for people who believe in liberty would not be worth living; but war is a fearful thing, and we must be very clear, before we embark upon it, that it is really the great issues that are at stake, and that the call to risk everything in their defense, when all the consequences are weighed, is irresistible.

For the present I ask you to await as calmly as you can the events of the next few days. As long as war has not begun, there is always hope that it may be prevented, and you know that I am going to work for peace to the last moment. Good night. . . .

Comprehension Questions
1. What is happening to Czechoslovakian territory?
2. Does Chamberlain think the British Empire should defend small nations?  Prove your answer with a quote from the text.
3. In Chamberlain’s opinion, what needs to happen for war to be necessary?
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