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The Crusades and its Impact


Last class we began to learn about the Crusades.  The Crusades were a number of religious wars led by the Christian Church against other religious groups. The Crusades lasted from about 1000 to 1200 A.D.  The Crusades were fought mainly against Muslims, though campaigns were also directed against pagans, Slavs, Jews, Russian and Greek Orthodox Christians, Mongols, and political enemies of the Popes.  The Crusades were driven by Christians' desire to force the Muslims from Palestine as well as gain wealth and power.  However, there were other causes for the Crusades as well, some of which were religious and some were secular (or non-religious).  During the 200 years of fighting, both Christians and Muslims massacred (mass killings) each other and grew to hate and distrust one another.  Today, we will learn about the impacts (or effects) of the Crusades.  Some of the most important effects of the Crusades were, 1) an increase in trade between the Europeans and the Muslim world, 2) a temporary increase in the power of the church, 3) a huge increase in the strength and power of feudal monarchs (kings), and 4) Europe was introduced to the technological and cultural advancements of the Byzantine and Muslim civilization. 
The Impact of the Crusades


The crusaders failed to attain their main goal of retaking the Holy Land of Palestine.  Unfortunately, the Crusades left behind a legacy of religious hatred between Christians and Muslims, since each group had committed terrible acts of violence against the other.   Crusaders sometimes turned their hatred on Jews in Europe as they traveled to or from Palestine.  At times, the crusaders destroyed entire Jewish communities.  However, the Crusades did also have some positive effects.  The European economy began to grow, and Europeans gained an expanded view of the world. 

I. Increased Trade: 


Even before the Crusades, Europeans had become interested in goods from the east through their trade with the Byzantine Empire.  The amount of trade increased during the time of the Crusades.  Crusaders returning to Europe (from Palestine) brought with them interesting new fabrics, spices, and perfumes.  


Merchants from the Italian city of Venice built ships to transport crusaders.  After the conflicts were over, these ships were available to carry products to and from Palestine.  Sugar, cotton, and rice were just a few of the goods that were traded.  The economies of both the East and West benefited from this trade.  The increase in trade that resulted from the Crusades had a significant impact on Europe.  Desire for direct access to the riches of the East was one motive for the overseas explorations that began in the 1400s.  

II.  Encouragement of Learning:


European interest in learning was also stimulated as Europeans were introduced to Byzantine and Muslim culture.  Europeans saw how the Byzantines and Muslims had preserved Greco-Roman learning and maintained great universities.  Europeans were also exposed to advances these cultures had made in mathematics, science, literature, art, and geographical knowledge.  Europeans gained a broader outlook and were introduced to many new ideas.  

III. Changes in the Church:


The Crusades temporarily increased the power of the Pope.  However, conflicts between later Popes and feudal monarchs in Europe eventually lessened this power.  In addition, the rift (split) between the Eastern Orthodox Church and the western Roman Catholic Church was not healed.  In fact, conflict between these two sects or branches of Christianity got even worse after the western Christian crusaders attacked the Eastern Orthodox Christians in Constantinople. 

IV. Changes in the Feudal System: 


The Crusades increased the power of monarchs (kings), who had gained the right to increase taxes in order to support the fighting.  Some feudal monarchs led crusaders into battle and therefore gained more respect and loyalty from the people. 


At the same time, the institution of feudalism was weakening.  Traditionally, lords had required grain (food crops) or labor from their serfs.  However, during the Crusades, lords needed cash money in order to pay for the Crusades.  Lords began to ask for payment of rent in money.  Feudalism was weakened, and an economy based on money, instead of land, took hold.  

V. Summary:


The Crusades began in the 1000s for a variety of reasons.  For 200 years, Christians and Muslims fought one another and committed terrible massacres.  However, both sides also had admirable leaders.  The Crusades had several effects on Europe.  Trade began to increase and a money economy emerged.  The Church temporarily gained power.  Although feudal monarchs were strengthened, feudalism itself was weakened.  Christian Europe was influenced by various aspects of Byzantine and Muslim civilization as a result of the Crusades.  
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