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DBQ Body Paragraph Analysis
Directions: 

· Read both paragraphs independently.  They were both written in answer to the DBQ question we worked on the other day.

· Discuss with your partner and (1) fill in the Venn Diagram on the back and (2) answer each of the questions.

Paragraph 1 – The Dark Ages


The Middle Ages can best be described as the “Dark Ages” for several reasons.  First, the “Black Plague” or “Bubonic Plague” spread throughout Europe, starting in the 1350s, killing 1/3 to 1/2 of the population.  The plague was very contagious and could be spread through casual contact, such as coughing on another person or breathing the same air.  Once infected, most people died within 3-5 days.  Plague affected people in many ways.  Family members abandoned one another, as they were trying not to catch the plague.  Law and order broke down completely, as there were no police to keep the peace because they did not want to come in contact with anybody with the plague.  Those who survived the plague had a special bargaining power as far as work was concerned and could demand higher wages.  Second, the Middle Ages was a time of great conflict.  Invasion was always a possibility and chaos ruled, as seen in document 1:  “… they sacked town and village, and laid waste to the field.  They burned down the churches and then departed with a crowd of captives…. There is no longer any trade, only unceasing terror….”  People were afraid that they would be attacked.  In document 3, we once again see the effects of invasion: “… there was a great slaughter in London and Quentavic and in Rochester…. The Northmen plundered… and burned the town of Dordrecht….”  These two documents (and the chaos described) describe the reason for the development of feudalism, a governmental and social system where protection is exchanged for land and service.  This system was based on loyalty.

Paragraph 2 – The Dark Ages


The Dark Ages were bad.  In document 1, it says, “They sacked town and village, and laid waste the fields.  They burned down the churches and then departed with a crowd of captives…. There is no longer any trade, only unceasing terror….”  This was bad because burning churches isn’t a good thing to do.  There were a lot of other bad things that happened during the Middle Ages, which is why it was called dark.  A lot of people died, people smelled, and towns were OD nasty.  I don’t think that I would like to have lived in the Middle Ages because those people didn’t take showers and I couldn’t do that.  In conclusion, the middle ages were dark.
1.  Complete the VENN DIAGRAM: 

Paragraph 1 



Both



Paragraph 2

2.  Which paragraph is better? Explain exactly what makes this paragraph better!
3.  What score would you give the 1st paragraph (0-5 scale)?
___________________

4.  What score would you give the 2nd paragraph (0-5 scale)?
___________________

