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Aim:  _____________________________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________________________________


DO NOW:


Think back to the lessons we’ve done on the Holocaust and write down one line describing what you remember about them:
a. “The Bear That Wasn’t”/Goebbels “The Big Lie”
b. Universe of Responsibility – David Cash, “The Bad Samaritan”
c. Tableau (skits) – changing the actions of one person changes the scene
d. Obedience – The Milgram Experiments/Alfons Heck (Nazi Youth)
e. Use of Propaganda (on both Axis and Allied sides)
f. Gallery Walk/Connections to Real People
g. Teens in the Holocaust
h. Trips – To the Tolerance Center & Jewish Heritage Museum

Which of these lessons

2. 
3. 
4. 



THE WARSAW GHETTO UPRISING – Resistance to Nazis

One question frequently asked by students studying the Holocaust is, "Why didn't the victims fight back?" The answer is, "Many did."  This is just one story of resistance – The Warsaw Ghetto uprising.
The Warsaw Ghetto (in Poland) originally contained almost 450,000 Jews. By January of 1943, it was down to roughly 37,000. The rest had already been taken away to slave labor or death camps.  In April 1943, word got out that the Germans were going to finish off the ghetto, clean it out. Those half-starved, disease-weakened ghetto inhabitants decided to fight.
They had actually been preparing for this, and had convinced the Germans to let them build 631 air-raid shelters. Bombing was going on all around them, and the Germans needed their slave laborers so, to keep them safe from Allied bombings, the Germans had allowed them to do this. Now the people used those very shelters to fight against the Germans.  When the Germans came in to clean out the ghetto, much to their surprise, they were met with resistance.  
There were over a thousand fighters, including children. They used pistols and Molotov cocktails against the Nazi weaponry, and they successfully held back the Germans.  It was a short-lived victory. The Germans returned a short while later. This time they brought major firepower. They started to destroy buildings, bit by bit by bit, knocking everything down. After about a day, they broke into the hospital, shot everyone in their beds, and torched the place. Gradually, they destroyed the entire ghetto.
When the Nazis reached the air-raid shelters, they gassed the people inside. Some fighters escaped to the sewers, and the Germans raised the water levels and the people drowned.   In about four weeks, the main fighting was over.  Most of the remaining Jews were rounded up, but it actually took months and months of searching through the ruins and demolishing the destroyed buildings before the uprising was finally put down.   
Although the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising was not really very successful, it was the first time in all of German-occupied Europe that there was any organized uprising against the Nazis. Word got out, and it sent a message. Hitler was promised that Warsaw would be crushed into 3 days... it took almost a month.  Afterwards, there was Jewish resistance in many other places, including many of the concentration camps.  
_____________________________________________________________
HW:  ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER (should be at least 1-2 pages)

1. Imagine that your friend has never heard of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising.  Explain to them what it was.
2. If you were a Jew living in Europe during this time, would you try to fight the Nazis?  Why or why not?
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