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     Global 10- ___

Unit 6: Middle Ages in Europe and Japan

Vocabulary Study Guide

I. Middle Ages in Europe

Middle Ages: Time period in European history between the fall of Rome in 476 C.E. and the beginning of the Italian Renaissance in the early 15th century.

Feudalism: A social, political, and economic system that dominated all aspects of medieval European life.
manorialism: Economic portion of feudalism where all aspects of life were centered on the lord’s manor including peasant villages, a church, farm land, a mill, and the lord's castle or manor house.

bubonic plague: An infectious disease transmitted by fleas. It is characterized by fever, chills, and the formation of swellings. Also known as the Black Plague or Black Death.

guild: An association of merchants or craftspeople in medieval Europe, formed to make regulations and set standards for a particular trade or craft.

serfs: Farmers who were tied to the land during European feudalism. They were not slaves because they could not be bought or sold, but they could not readily leave the manor either. Serfs were given land to farm in exchange for service to their lord. This service usually involved working the lord's fields, maintaining roads and the manor, and providing military service in times of war. Serfs paid taxes to their lord in the form of crops. This is also how the paid the fee to use the manor's mill or other services.

Chivalry: Code of conduct for knight and nobles during European feudalism.
Roman Catholic: A branch of Christianity based in Rome. The original Christian church.

Pope: Leader of the Roman Catholic Church. Chosen by the College of Cardinals.

Crusades: European Christian military expeditions made between the 11th and 13th centuries to retake the Middle Eastern Holy Lands occupied by the Muslims.
Scandinavian Vikings: Members of any of the ancient Scandinavian peoples. Vikings raided various parts of northwestern Europe from the 8th to 11th centuries CE. They were good sailors who invaded by sea in long ships, and often settled in the areas they invaded, as in Great Britain.

Seljuk Turks: Dynasty that controlled Turkey during the 11th and 12th centuries. The Seljuk disruption of European travel to the Holy Lands resulted in the Crusades.

II. Middle Ages in Japan

Feudalism: A social, political, and economic system that dominated all aspects of medieval European life and also developed in Japan
ethnocentric: A belief in the superiority of a certain ethnic group or race.

Bushido: Code of conduct for Samurai and nobles during Japanese feudalism.

daimyo: Land owning feudal lords in Japan.

Haiku: A 3 line poem that has 17 syllables in the Japanese language, and expresses a single thought, feeling or idea.

Kabuki theatre: Feudal Japanese theatre that performed comedic or melodramatic presentations of everyday life or historic events.

Kami: Sacred spirits that are worshipped in the Shinto religion of Japan.

Kana: Japanese writing system adapted from Chinese, with the addition of phonetic symbols representing syllables.

Korean Bridge: The term given to process in which cultural diffusion occurred between China and Japan though Korean contact with both civilizations.

Samurai: Warrior class during Japan’s feudal age.

Seppuku: The act of suicide practiced by Japanese Samurai and Nobles during the feudal period. It was practiced to save one’s honor, or to regain it in the face of shame.

Shinto: Shinto, which means "Way of the Gods," is the traditional religion of Japan that focuses on nature. Many consider Shinto to be a form of Animism due to the many similarities found between them. Shinto teaches that there is a sacredness of the whole universe and that humans can be in tune with this sacredness. Every mountain, river, plant, animal, and all the diverse phenomena of heaven and earth have spirits, or kami, which inhabit them. Reverence is paid to the ancestors through the practice of ancestor worship.

Shogun: Military ruler of feudal Japan.

tea ceremony: A Japanese ritual in which tea is prepared, served, and drunk in a certain way.

Tokugawa Shogunate: (1603-1867) Feudal Warlord rulers of Japan. Responsible for closing Japan off from the rest of the world. Overthrown during the Meiji Restoration.

Zen Buddhism: A blending of Buddhism from India with Taoism from China. It is predominately practiced in China and Japan.

