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September, 2010

Dear Student,

Welcome to Global History class (again)!  

This year in 11th grade we will study the history of the world, from the 1500s (where we left off last year) until today. This course will incorporate a comprehensive study of world history and geography along with test-taking skills and strategies.  Each week, we will review content and apply what you have learned through past Regents questions, documents, and essays.  Each unit will include a project, which will reinforce what you have learned over the course of the unit.

What are your responsibilities as a student of Global II?

As an 11th grader, I expect more from you as a student – much more.  As we discussed last year, you have the right to know that I will always be prepared for class – and I will be.  I expect the same from you.

The guiding principle of this class, as always, is RESPECT – for yourself as well as others.  As 11th graders, you have reached the point where you are all going to be responsible for your own success.  No one is going to do it for you.  I will not hold your hand.  Every student in this class has the ability and the right to reach their highest potential.  You have the responsibility to respect others.  I understand that respect means different things to different people, so let me spell out what respect means in room 510:

1. Be Respectful of Everyone and Everything – people, stuff, personal space
2. Use Accountable Talk – do not interrupt, do not be disrespectful
3. No Electronic Devices or Phones – if I see it, I take it, end of story
4. No Gum, Food, or Drink – Um, no – this is not a cafeteria
5. Nothing Goes Airborne – this includes pens, paper, desks, and other students

Being On Time:  As you know, you will be expected to always arrive on time.  You are well acquainted with the digital clock in my classroom.  If class begins at 8:30 and you show up at 8:31, you are late.

Absences/Work:  If you are absent from class for any reason, it is YOUR responsibility to go to our class website to get the work (www.mhvpglobal.weebly.com).  You must download the worksheets and homework and complete the work.  It is NOT my responsibility to chase you down. It is no longer good enough to just “be absent” and hand in the work – you need to have a doctor’s note or a note written by your parent/guardian explaining why you missed class.  If you were in the nurse’s office, main office, or anywhere else during class, there needs to be a note accompanying the work, or at the very least, a note shown to me.  You are in 11th grade and are expected to be in both school and class when you’re supposed to.  If you are not in class, there must be a good excuse for it (class trip, sickness) and a note must accompany that absence.



Daily Points: 
Every day you will earn up to 4 points based on: 
1.  Being on Time and Completing Do Now – 1 point
2.  Being Prepared (having a pen, binder, etc.) – 1 point
3.  Positive Participation (during class) – 2 points
These points will be tallied and entered into SnapGrades every Friday.  They make up 25% of your grade and once lost cannot be regained.  

Homework:  There is a school-wide NO LATENESS policy on homework.  In other words, late homework will not be accepted, in any class, including mine.  If there is an extreme reason why you couldn’t do your homework – you were unconscious in the ER, someone close to you passed away, etc. – I will take that into account (of course).  In this rare case, in order for that assignment to be able to be handed in late, a note (from a parent/guardian or appropriate person) must accompany the assignment.  You will not be able to make up missed assignments at the end of the marking period, as some have in previous years.  Students will be able to submit revisions (fix) their homework and resubmit it for a higher grade, but only if they have handed it in on time in the first place and tried their best.  If you are absent from class for any reason, it is YOUR responsibility to get the notes (from our class website), find out what the homework was (from our class website), and hand it in within one day of your return.  You will also write on the top of the paper on what day you were absent, so that I know it’s handed in within one day.  Doing all of this is NOT my responsibility.  It does not matter if you were sick or had a good excuse – you’re still responsible.  Homework will be graded on a scale of 1-10 (10 being the highest grade you can earn).  Work must be finished completely and to the teacher’s satisfaction.  If you work your hardest and complete all tasks, it will reflect in a positive grade.  If you are lazy in completing the homework, that will also be reflected in your grade.  Homework will be placed in the appropriate class homework bin in the front of the class on your way to your seat, immediately after entering the classroom.  

Class Website:  Our class has the same website as last year, which can be found at www.mhvpglobal.weebly.com.  You should bookmark this site on your home computer (it is already bookmarked on all room 510 computers), as you will make use of it frequently.  All worksheets and homework sheets will be found on this website.  In other words, if you miss a lesson or lose a paper, you must print it out from the website.  I will not supply lost sheets.  If you need a sheet, go to the website, click on “worksheets” and print out the appropriate work.  The website also contains several interesting websites that you will need (or might just want to look at because they’re interesting), and a class blog, which we will use from time to time.

Binders:  All of the work we do this year will be compiled into a binder.  You will be given handouts every day in class.  You must file these worksheets in your binder, in the same manner as we did last year.  These binders will be graded once each marking period and will count as a test grade.  The names of the units (for your tabs) can be found on page 5 of this handout.  You will need to put these tabs in as part of your homework for Monday.

Exams and Quizzes:  There will be a vocabulary quiz every Friday of the school year.  If you are absent from class on Friday, for any reason, you will have to come take the quiz on Monday, whether or not you have class that day. It is your responsibility to remember that you still have to study for the quiz and to come take the quiz on Monday if you miss it.  There will also be one exam per unit.

How will my Global History grade be determined?

There are 4 major areas that your grade will be based on:

1. Participation (25%)			– your daily points
2. Homework (25%) 			– having your binder/do now/homework
3. Projects (20%) 			– one or more per marking period
4. Exams and Quizzes (30%) 		– given every Friday

Hallway Passes
Since you are now in the 11th grade, you will have a lot more responsibilities and work in and out of the classroom.  Therefore, you need to be in the classroom, on time, so that you don’t fall behind or get lost.  To that end, on the following page, there are 5 passes that you can use to go to the bathroom, drink water, go to the nurse or office, splash water on your face if I’m boring you to tears that day, etc.  I understand that occasionally, a student might have to take a walk in the hallway for one of these reasons.   However, this should be a rare occurrence.  Therefore, each student is allowed 5 hallway passes per semester (as seen on the following page).  This sheet of passes should be kept in your binder at all times (and you should have your binder with you at all times – see preparedness part of your grade).  In order to leave my classroom, you must fill in the appropriate information on the pass (destination, date, and time leaving), rip off the pass, and raise your hand with the pass in hand.  I will therefore know that you want to go into the hallway for some reason.  If allowed to leave, you will need to hand me the pass for my signature.  You will then hand me the pass again after you return and I will fill in the return time and keep the pass.  This way, we can ensure that students are not roaming the hallways or engaged in other inappropriate activities.  Use your passes wisely.  If you run out of passes, you run out of the ability to leave my classroom.  You will not be given more passes.  For students who don’t use their passes, you will be allowed to hand them in at the end of the semester for certain privileges (ex. to add points on to a quiz/exam).  These privileges will be explained at the end of the semester. Note:  You may think that you can be clever and try to borrow passes from a neighbor (who apparently likes you more than getting extra points on to a quiz/exam at the end of the semester), but since I will be keeping these passes after you come back into the classroom, I will be keeping track of who is leaving the classroom more than their allotted 5 times per semester.  What message do you think I’m trying to send by instituting this policy?

Student's Bill Of Rights:

1.  To Have A Safe Classroom (physically safe as well as safety to have their opinions heard without judgment)
2.  To Have Teachers Who Are Prepared (I will be)
3.  To Have Teachers Who’ll Be Available To Them (ask for help when needed!  
     Seriously, I am NOT a Mind-Reader)
4.  To Be Challenged (to have experiences that challenge you)
5.  To Be Encouraged (to think differently/divergently)

I’m looking forward to another great year in Global History class!

Sincerely,




Ms. Cohen
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TABS FOR BINDERS

Step # 1:  Label each of your 12 tabs.  Each tab must be labeled with a number (1-12) and the name of the corresponding unit.

I: Intro/Vocabulary

II. Intellectual Revolutions

III: Political Revolutions

IV: Economic & Social Revolutions

V: Nationalism & Imperialism

VI: World War I

VII: Russian Revolution

VIII: World War II & Holocaust

IX: Research Paper

X: Cold War/Collapse of European Imperialism

XI: Modern Issues

XII:  Regents Review

Step # 2: Put each tab in a divider and place them in your binder.  The tab labeled "I: Intro/Intellectual Revolutions" should be your first section in your binder and the tab labeled "XI: Regents Review" should be the last.

Dear Parent/Guardian,

I’m looking forward to teaching your child again this year!  Your child can definitely succeed in my class if s/he agrees to challenge her/himself and if you and I can communicate effectively.  I need to be able to keep you informed as to the performance of your child.  As a parent, you might need to be able to contact me with any questions, concerns, or comments that you have.  Although you can always call me at the school, I find that many times it’s easier for you to contact me via email.  Please feel free to contact me at any time.  When emailing, please make sure to include your child’s name in the subject of the email.  I will get back to you as soon as possible.

Course Name:		Global History
Teacher:		Ms. Cohen	
My phone number:	646-242-9675		
My email:		mcohen@gmail.com

It is usually best to contact me via email, but feel free to contact the school at 718-402-0571.  When calling the school, please leave a message with your name, phone number, and your child’s name.  I will return your call as soon as possible.

As you may know, we have a Regents exam at the end of this year.  I will do everything in my power to make sure your student not only succeeds on this exam, but throughout the year.  In order to help me know more about your child (than I already learned last year), I would like to get your opinions as to what I should know about your child.  I have attached a questionnaire.  Please keep this page so that you have my contact information, but please return the following page (it will count as a homework assignment for your child).

The following materials will be required for my class:

	1 3-inch loose-leaf binder
	12 binder dividers
1 pencil & 2 working pens – only blue or black pens – NO COLORED PENS

All materials are due and required by Monday, September 13, 2010.

If there is a problem getting materials, please let me know.  Please read and review the letter given to the students outlining their responsibilities in Global History class.  I will have a vocabulary quiz EVERY Friday, along with daily homework, and larger projects.  I expect students to take responsibility for their learning.  I will be available before and after school for any extra help students may need in order to be successful in my class.

I am looking forward to a great year in Global History class!

Sincerely,




Ms. Cohen


* FOR PARENTS – This questionnaire will count as a homework that your child must hand in on Monday, September 13, 2010.  If you wish to not have this shared with your child, put it in a sealed envelope before you hand in.  Either way, I will not share the contents of your answers with anyone else.  Thank you for taking the time to fill this out. *

Student Name:  ___________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name(s):  _________________________________________________

Relationship to Student:  ___________________________________________________

Your cell phone:  _____________________   Your home phone:  ___________________

Are you able to/do you feel comfortable receiving text messages on your cell phone from me relating to your child?  		YES		NO

What is the best time of the day for me to call you about your child?  ________________

Your email address:  ______________________________________________________

Are you able to/do you feel comfortable receiving emails from me relating to your child?
			YES		NO

Please answer the following questions:

1.  What do you feel I should I know about your child?  ___________________________



________________________________________________________________________

2.  What are your child’s strengths and weaknesses?  _____________________________



________________________________________________________________________

3.  How will you know if your child is succeeding?  ______________________________



________________________________________________________________________

4.  What can I do to make sure your child succeeds?  _____________________________



________________________________________________________________________

5.  My child will have internet access at home		YES		NO

6.  My child will have access to a printer at home		YES		NO	

Signature of Parent/Guardian:  __________________________________

* PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTINUE WRITING ON THE BACK OF THIS PIECE OF PAPER *
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