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[image: ]WORLD WAR II COMES TO AN END

Bataan Death March
At the beginning of the war in the Pacific, the Japanese were winning all of the battles, including the battle in the Philippines.  In the Philippines, Japanese soldiers forced American and Filipino prisoners of war on a march up the Bataan peninsula.  The march lasted for 6 days and went on for 90 miles.  Along the way, prisoners experienced extreme cruelty.  At one point, dehydrated POWs were forced to stand next to a stream but weren’t allowed to drink from it.  When one soldier couldn’t take it anymore, he ran into the stream to drink.  Immediately, one of the Japanese guards ran over, pulled his sword out, and cut the man’s head off.  Another man fell down from exhaustion and was then flattened by a tank.  This event became known as the Bataan Death March.
[image: ]
Victory in the Pacific
In mid-1942, the Americans gradually began recapturing Japanese-held islands south of Japan and advanced north.  The allies took back these islands by conducting an “island-hopping” campaign.  By 1944, the Americans had begun to fire bomb Japanese cities.  The Japanese, however, refused to surrender.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki
[image: hiroshima-bomb]On May 7, 1945, the Allies officially won the war in Europe when the Germans surrendered.  Even after the war ended in Europe, however, Japanese aggression continued. The allied powers destroyed Japan’s navy and air force, but Japan refused to surrender. On August 6th, 1945 a U.S. plane dropped an atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. This bomb destroyed 4 miles of the city and killed 70,000 people.  The U.S. hoped Japan would surrender immediately, but Japan did not. Three days after the first bomb, on August 9th , the Americans dropped another bomb on Nagasaki which killed another 40,000 people. Japan finally realized that they could not win the war and Japanese emperor Hirohito forced his government to surrender.  Japan signed a peace treaty on September 2, 1945.
Impact of WWII

Human Losses
World War II killed as many as 75 million people.  In European countries alone, about 38 million people died.  The Russians, however, had suffered the heaviest losses, with more than 22 million dead.  The Holocaust had inflicted death and misery on millions of Jews and others in the Nazi concentration camps.  Throughout Europe and parts of Asia, cities were in ruins.  Aerial bombardment had been very destructive. Hamburg and Dresden in Germany, and Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki in Japan were some of the hardest hit cities.  The economies of war-torn countries took many years to recover.

[image: Hans_Frank_at_Nuremberg_trials]Nuremburg War Crime Trials
At meetings during the war, Allied leaders had agreed to punish those responsible for “crimes against humanity.”  Trials were held in Nuremberg, Germany, from November 1945 through September 1946.  Hitler was already dead, but 22 surviving Nazi leaders were tried at the Nuremberg trials.  Some received the death penalty; others were imprisoned.  Additional trials were held in Italy and Japan.  The trials demonstrated that leaders could be held accountable for their actions during war.  Do you think that these men should have been put on trial?  Why or why not?

Occupied Nations
In order to prevent another world war and to promote democracy, western nations occupied West Germany and Japan.  They built new governments with democratic constitutions, which protected individual rights and liberties.
	However, Soviet (Russian) forces occupied East Germany and most of Eastern Europe.  They established communist governments in these nations, backed by the power of the Soviet Union.  Thus, Europe was divided in two – between democracy in the West and communism in the East.  As we will see in the next unit, this conflict between East and West will be known as the “Cold War.”





The United Nations
[image: United Nations]
	World War II resulted in the formation of a new international body.  In April 1945, representatives from nations around the world met in San Francisco to establish the United Nations.  The purpose of the United Nations is to provide a place to discuss world problems and develop solutions.  The two main bodies of the United Nations are:

1. The General Assembly, which includes representatives from all member nations; each representative has one vote.
2. The Security Council, with 15 member nations, 5 of which are permanent:  the United States, Russia, France, Great Britain, and China.

After 1945, the world became divided between communist and democratic forms of government – a time known as the “Cold War.”
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