#205
THE COLD WAR BEGINS!
	After World War II, many nations participated in a struggle called the “Cold War.”  On one side were communist states led by the Soviet Union and China.  On the other side were non-communist nations led by the United States.  The Soviet Union and the United States became the two “Superpowers” of the world, facing off against each other for the next 40+ years.  The cold war finally ended in the late 1980s with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of communism in Eastern Europe. 

[image: ILW1059]POST-WWII, A DIVIDED EUROPE
	After WWII, with help from the United States and Great Britain, democracy and free enterprise were restored to the nations of Western Europe.  Eastern Europe, however, was occupied by armies of the Soviet Union.  Joseph Stalin, the leader of the Soviet Union, wanted to spread communism throughout the area.  He hoped to create a buffer zone of friendly governments to prevent possible attacks from Germany and other western nations.
[image: germany1948]	Although Stalin had promised free elections for Eastern Europe, he instead supported the establishment of pro-communist governments (usually dictatorships) throughout the region.  Winston Churchill, leader of England, said that an “iron curtain” had descended across the continent.  Europe was divided by this “Iron Curtain” (no, there was no actual curtain).  In the East were the Soviet-dominated communist countries.  In the West were the western democracies, led by the U.S.

GERMANY DIVIDED 
The Cold War started in the same place World War II started – Germany. Hitler’s Nazi regime had been defeated, and now the victorious Allied Powers could not decide what to do with Germany. The Soviet Union wanted to spread communism there. The United States and its allies wanted to keep communism out and bring democracy and capitalism in. 
	Stalin and Truman agreed to disagree and Germany was split into four sectors. Each winning country from WWII got a side. Britain, France and the U.S. were all democratic and capitalist so they combined their sectors to make West Germany. The Soviets called their side East Germany.  West Germany was bigger, but East Germany had the capital city, Berlin. 
[image: berlinmap_01]
BERLIN, DIVIDED
[image: berlin-wall02]	By early 1961, East Berlin had a problem – its citizens were fleeing for West Berlin!  As many as 1,000 people a day were leaving East Berlin communism for more freedoms in the capitalist west.
	The East German government was desperate to stop the flood of people out of its sector. In August, 1961, the East German government put up a 27-mile-long wall of barbed wire across the city, splitting East from West Berlin to "protect citizens from capitalism".
Telephone lines and mail service between East and West Germany were cut. East Berliners couldn’t even visit family members in the West. The razor-sharp wire was eventually replaced with tons of stone, steel and deadly force. 
The wall kept more people in East Germany, but it also increased tension between East and West.
EUROPE, DIVIDED
The Cold War was mostly a battle of the superpowers – the United States and the Soviet Union. However, both countries recruited allies to provide military defense.
	The United States had the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), an alliance of democratic and capitalist countries in North America and Western Europe that still exists today. Members of NATO hoped their alliance would help prevent the spread of communism. If any NATO member was attacked, the other members would support retaliation efforts. 
The Soviet Union, meanwhile, formed the Warsaw Pact (an agreement signed in Warsaw, Poland) to limit the threat of invasion from Western Europe. When some countries questioned the Soviet Union, the Soviet leaders used repression to get them back in line. 
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