#214
African Kingdoms


Last class, we started to learn about African civilizations.  We learned that there were many diverse societies in different geographical areas.  We learned that the geography of Africa is varied, from the Sahara Desert to the savanna plains.  We learned that African societies became part of the global trading network through West African and East African trading states.  We learned that empires developed in Ghana, Mali, Songhai, and Axum.  We learned that Africa was introduced to the religion of Islam and that African societies maintained traditions around village, family, and religious beliefs.  Today, we will learn about the 3 trading kingdoms of West Africa; Ghana, Mali, and Songhai, and the East African trading kingdom of Axum.
Ghana (800-1000)


Around AD 800, the rulers of many farming villages united to create the kingdom of Ghana.  Ghana is located midway between Saharan salt mines and tropical gold mines.  Ghana had a powerful king who ruled over a beautiful court.  Income from the gold trade allowed him to maintain a large army of foot soldiers and cavalry (soldiers on horses).  


Muslim merchants brought their religion and ideas when they settled in the kingdom of Ghana.  The king had Muslim officials and thus was influenced by Muslim military technology and ideas about government.  Ghana also absorbed Muslim cultural influences, such as Arabic writing and Muslim styles of architecture.  Most of the people of Ghana, however, kept their traditional religious beliefs.  Women in Ghana had a high status and played an active role in the economic life of the empire.  

Mali (1200-1450)

Mali took over the kingdom that was Ghana and ruled from AD 1200 to the 1400s.  Mali was also ruled by powerful kings, called Mansas.  Mansa Musa was the most powerful ruler in Mali.  Under Mansa Musa, Mali extended its borders and dominated West Africa.  Mansa Musa's large army kept order in the empire and protected it from attack.  Although warriors were an elite class in Mali, most of its people were farmers and herders.


Mansa Musa ran an efficient government, appointing governors to rule particular areas.  Mansa Musa converted to Islam.  He based his system of justice on the Koran.  He also made the city of Timbuktu a center of Muslim learning.  In 1324, Mansa Musa made a pilgrimage to the holy Muslim city of Mecca.  In making his trip, he fulfilled one of the Five Pillars of Islam.  His pilgrimage had a cultural impact on Mali.  Manusa Musa brought back Muslim scholars and artists to the city of Timbuktu and he established new trading ties.  However, the empire declined in the 1400s when the people could not agree on who should rule the kingdom.   
Songhai (1450-1600)


Songhai started out as a fishing community.  They were originally part of Mali but stayed relatively independent.  However, when Mali started weakening, they took over.  Like Ghana and Mali, the Songhai depended on a strong army to control trade routes.  Their emperor built Songhai into the largest state that had ever existed in West Africa, taking over the wealthy city of Timbuktu.  Songhai established an efficient bureaucracy to govern the kingdom.  A bureaucracy is a system that is broken into departments so that it is easier to run.  Can you name any modern-day bureaucratic systems?  What would a government look like that was NOT a bureaucracy?  


The Songhai also expanded trade to trade with Europe and Asia.  In addition to trading goods like gold and salt, they also traded people in slavery.  Songhai prospered until the late 1500s, when civil war broke out.  (What is a civil war?  What does civil mean?  Name some examples of civil wars.)  At that time, invaders from the north defeated the disunited forces of Songhai and caused the downfall of the kingdom.  

Axum


As in the kingdoms of West Africa, trade helped Axum become a powerful kingdom in East Africa.  Axum’s location on the Red Sea helped Axum command a thriving trade network linking Africa, India, and the Mediterranean world.  Axum became center of international trade.  Axum’s population was descended from African farmers and from traders who had emigrated from Arabia.  This merging of cultures introduced Jewish and Christian religious traditions to Axum.  After being weakened by civil war and cut off from its harbors, Axum declined.  

Africa's Role in Global Trade


African states in both the eastern and western parts of the continent played a significant role in global trade.  Trade with the people of Europe, the Middle East, and India encouraged an exchange of ideas between Africa and other lands.  The Mediterranean and Red Seas linked Africa to the Middle East and Europe.  In addition, the Indian Ocean linked East Africa to India and other Asian lands.  

Products from the African interior were transported overland to the coast and then out of Africa.  

East African City-States: Around 600, trading cities rose along the coast of East Africa as Arab and Persian merchants established trading communities.  By 1000, East African port cities such as Mogadishu (in the present-day country of Somalia) conducted a booming trade with India.  Part of this commerce system included slaves, who were seized inland and then sold to Persian traders.  Trade led to a mixing of cultures in the city-states of East Africa.  Religions mixed as well, Muslims, Christians, and Ethiopian Jews all lived together.  Over time, this blending of cultures resulted in the rise of a new language, Swahili, in which Arabic words were mixed with Bantu, an African language.  

African Contributions


Traditional arts of Africa have had a lasting impact beyond Africa.  One of the largest contributions is in the area of music.  African music has influenced the development of jazz, rock, blues, and other styles of music.

Drums were of utmost importance in many African cultures.  Drums were believed to bring the spirits together of the components of the drum; the spirit of the tree used for the base of the drum, the spirit if the animal used for the skin if the drum, and the spirit of the person who made the drum. Drums were used at celebrations, such as the harvest, weddings, and after Ramadan.  Drumming was often coupled with dancing.  Drums were used to create many different types of music in African civilizations. 


One type of popular music in African civilizations was a type of music called "call-and-response."  This is a form of music that consists of a short phrase sung by a leader (call) and then answered by a short phrase by a chorus (response).  Call-and-response music was most commonly done by voice, but sometimes, it was done between musical instruments.  Call-and-response music served a variety of functions in African society.  It was used to: communicate ideas, commemorate events, celebrate rites of passage, and Express emotion.  What does this mean?  What are rites of passage?  What rites of passage are common in your culture/religion/society?  Call-and-response music allows groups of people to participate in the performance of music.  The short phrases and repetitive nature of the “response” enables people to learn songs quickly and easily.  What current genre still commonly uses call-and-response?  What are some examples? 


African music did and continues to have a huge impact on the music of the world.  Enslaved Africans in the U.S. used call-and-response songs to ease the burden of labor, to celebrate social occasions, and to express outrage at their plight.  African music has also deeply influenced the musical genres of gospel, jazz, blues, rock & roll, pop, R&B, and rap.  







