[image: 62]#215
Proxy Wars: Korean & Vietnam Wars

Since both superpowers (the U.S. and the Soviet Union) had nuclear weapons that could destroy the world, they did not want to fight each other directly.  Instead of fighting each other directly, they fought through wars in other countries, where they each backed a different side.  These were called Proxy Wars, where each superpower supported opposite sides without fighting each other directly.  The 2 most famous proxy wars and conflicts during the Cold War were the Korean War and the Vietnam War. 
  
[image: ]1.  The Korean War (1950-1953): The first major proxy war erupted in Korea in 1950.  Korea had two different competing governments.  In North Korea, there was a communist government that was backed by the Soviets (and communist China).  In South Korea, there was a government that favored capitalism and was backed by the United States. 
	Korea had been divided by the Allies after WWII.  In 1950, communist North Korea crossed the 38th parallel and attacked South Korea.  The United States teamed up with the United Nations to stop the North from taking over the South.  Between 3-4 million Korean civilians were killed.  As the conflict became more heated, President Truman feared that the struggle in Korea could soon directly involved communist China and Russia (and lead to WWIII), so he pushed for a peace settlement.  The agreement ended the Korean War and left Korea divided into two separate governments – communist in the North and democratic in the South.

[image: ]2) Vietnam:  After WWII, France tried to reclaim ownership of Vietnam, since they’d be the colonial power there before the war.  Many in Vietnam did not want the French to return and fought back against them.  In 1954, Vietnam was temporarily divided into a northern half, led by a man named Ho Chi Minh and ruled by communists (therefore, supported by Russia).  South Vietnam was ruled by anti-communists and supported by the United States. Many American forces were drafted and sent to Vietnam to prevent the communist forces called the VietCong from taking over.  The U.S. justification for getting involved in the war was that if communists gained control of Vietnam, then the communists would take control of many other Asian countries. This theory was called the DOMINO THEORY. 

	A peace agreement was finally worked out in January of 1973, and the war was over.  However, in 1975, the Northern Vietnamese communists took over the country and created a communist government.  The United States had lost the war and both sides had lost many lives.  More than 58,000 Americans died in the conflict and hundreds of thousands came home wounded, disabled, and suffering from mental and emotional problems.  In Vietnam, over 2 million people died, and millions of others were wounded and/or homeless.  This was the first time in history that America had ever lost a war.  Many people wondered if the fight to contain communism was worth so many lives, and a deeply divided nation. 
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Cold War Questions

1.  Why did the USSR and the United States avoid fighting each other directly during the Cold War?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What is meant by "proxy wars"?  ________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What are the 2 most famous proxy wars/conflicts that took place during the Cold War?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Summarize each of the major wars/conflicts that took place during the Cold War in two to three complete sentences (try to do it in the form of “Somebody-Wanted-But-So”):

Korean War: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vietnam War: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
image1.jpeg
Korea and 38th Parallel





image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png





2]
(R———
i e e
R
e

S Kot N

—
G
et o ke s o
e vt s o et
e ey e S L
Kreabad ety e A St WAL 11950

oo eyt o o e o1 YW b e

i Lt ey € e o e s
e e e gty e sl by e S
e e, ety ) o T o o




