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Global 10- _____
African Contributions HW

Directions:  You have 4 options for your homework assignment:

1) CREATING YOUR OWN CALL-AND-RESPONSE SONGS:  Songs do not need to be long and complex but they must have a purpose or a message.  For example, you might want to create a song that would be used for a specific occasion or that conveys a specific emotion. 

2) FIND AND TRANSLATE PROVERBS:  Find 5-7 American proverbs on the internet and explain the meaning of each one.  

3) DRAW AFRICAN ART: Draw a picture of an African mask or sculpture and explain how it was used.  

4) READ THE AFRICAN STORY AND SUMMARIZE: Read the following story that explains the origins of African Proverbs and knowledge.  Then summarize the story.  Try to use the SWBS (somebody wanted but so) format.   

WHICH OPTION DO YOU CHOOSE? ______________________________


Option # 4 Story: African Proverbs

African proverbs express the wisdom of the African people and are a key to the understanding of African ways of life in the past and in the present.  All people are believed to possess wisdom, and the Akan people of Ghana tell an interesting story of how it spread to all parts of the world:


Long, long ago there lived a man called Kwaku Ananse (Kwah'koo ahnahn'sih). Ananse possessed all the wisdom in the world, but so selfish was he that he did not want to share it with anybody. He decided to collect it in a big pot and hide it at the top of a big, tall tree in the forest. Ananse's wife got him the largest pot she could find, and Ananse began to fill it with wisdom. He told no one what he was doing.


When he had finished, he fastened a rope around the pot, tied the rest of it around his neck, and sneaked out of the house in the dead of night the pot hanging on his belly. Ananse walked clumsily into the thickest part of the forest until he came to the tree that he thought would serve his purpose and stopped.  Ananse did not think that any of the members of his house had seen him, but he was mistaken. Flis son, Ntikuma (nteemah), had been awakened by the noise his father made and had followed Ananse, curious to see just what Ananse was going to do. Ntikuma hid himself behind a tree a good distance away and gazed intently at his father.


After pausing for a while to steady the pot Ananse began to climb the tree. But with the pot in front of him it was very difficult for him to get a good grip on the trunk. He tried several times to climb the tree but could not, and so he paused to think. As Ananse scratched his head in search of a solution to his problem, he was startled by a loud laugh behind him, and he turned around to find, to this utter amazement, his son. Ntikuma suggested to his father that if he would put the pot on his back instead of on his belly he would find it easier to climb the tree. Ananse was furious that it took his son to show him this simple solution. Filled with great frustration, he threw down the pot, and the wisdom from it spread to all parts of the world.


It is part of the wisdom scattered from Ananse's pot that appears in African proverbs. Proverbs have many uses in African societies. They may express an eternal truth. They may be a warning against foolish acts or a guide to good conduct. They may also bring special meaning to certain situations and may even solve particular problems.
Directions:  Below are some famous African Proverbs (or sayings).  Read the examples and their meanings.  Then choose 3 from the list to and explain their meaning.  


* Talking doesn't fill the basket in the farm.   


   MEANING: Success requires planning and hard work.


* Don't insult the crocodile until you cross the water. 


   MEANING: Be careful about criticizing others.
 

* Rats don't dance in the cat's doorway. 


   MEANING: Don't invite trouble.


* A hippopotamus can be made invisible in dark water. 


   MEANING: Ignorance can lead to potential danger. It is important to be informed and alert. 

Now choose THREE from the list below and write their meaning.

#1.    One falsehood spoils a thousand truths. 

#2.    There is no medicine to cure hatred. 

#3.    When you follow in the path of your father, you learn to walk like him. 

#4.    When you are rich, you are hated; when you are poor, you are despised. 

#5.    He who cannot dance will say: "The drum is bad."  

#6.    Restless feet may walk into a snake pit. 

#7.    To one who does not know, a small garden is a forest. 

#8.    When spider webs unite, they can tie up a lion. 

#9.    The fool speaks, the wise man listens. 

#10.  A fool and water will go the way they are diverted. 

#11.  Advise and counsel him; if he does not listen, let adversity teach him. 

#12.  Around a flowering tree, one finds many insects. 

#13.  Do not say the first thing that comes to your mind. 

#14.  Try this bracelet: if it fits you wear it; but if it hurts you, throw it away no matter how shiny. 

#15.  If you don't stand for something, you will fall for anything.

# ______  MEANING:  ______________________________________________________________
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