#218
Collapse of the Soviet Union

Directions – Today, after each section of our reading, you need to write two sentences to “get the gist” and summarize. 

[image: image1.png]


Détente (Day-Tah-nt)

By the 1970’s, the Cold War had been going on for more 

than 25 years.  Both the United States and the Soviet Union realized that the tension could end in mutual destruction.  Large amounts of money were spent by both powers on weapons.  Under their leaders, Richard Nixon and Leonid Brezhnev, the United States and the Soviet Union promoted a period of détente, or lessening of tension.  This involved, arms control talks and treaties,

cultural exchanges, and trade agreements.  
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Questions:
1.   Why did the U.S. and Soviet Union believe Cold war could end in mutual destruction?

2.  How do you think the Vietnam war is related to détente? 
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Invasion of Afghanistan

Détente came to a sudden end when the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1979.  The Soviet Union had invaded Afghanistan in order to keep a pro-communist government in power there.  The move convinced many in the West that the Soviet Union was still an aggressive force.  Relations between the two superpowers worsened.  The United States increased defense spending to match the buildup of Soviet arms that had continued during the period of détente.  In the Soviet Union, however, the war in Afghanistan was very unpopular.  

Bonus Questions

Questions:

1.  Why do you think people in the Soviet Union were against the war in Afghanistan?  


2.  Make a connection to another war in Afghanistan.

Gorbachev in the Soviet Union
In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in the Soviet Union.  

Gorbachev wanted to end Cold War tensions.  He pulled troops out of 

Afghanistan.  He also reformed the Soviet government and economy.  

Perestroika

Gorbachev called for perestroika or “restructuring” of the failing, state-run command economy.  The goals of perestroika were to stimulate economic growth and to make industry more efficient.  Gorbachev also backed free market reforms.  Perestroika had some negative effects however, inflation increased, and there were shortages of food and medicine. 

Glasnost

Gorbachev also called for glasnost, or “openness.”  This policy ended censorship and encouraged people to discuss openly the problems in the Soviet Union.


Breakup of the Soviet Union

As Gorbachev eased political restrictions, people began to voice their nationalist sentiments. During the 1980’s, the diverse ethnic groups inside of the Soviet Union began to fight for autonomy and self-government.  People in the non-Russian republics opposed Russian domination.  In 1991, the Baltic republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania regained their independence.  Soon, all the Soviet republics declared their independence.  This was the end of the Soviet Union – the Soviet Union ceased to exist.  Boris Yeltsin became the new Russian president and started to convert the communist Soviet Union into democratic Russia.  
Questions:

1.  What struggles do you think Russia faced converting form Communism to Democracy?

2.  Predict what you think will happen in the former satellites of Russia that are now independent. 

In the 1970’s, the U.S. and the Soviet Union… 





The Soviet Union invasion of Afghanistan influenced détente by… 





Gorbachev was a leader in the Soviet Union who… 





























