#21
HAMMURABI’S CODE (1790BC)
More than 3,500 years ago, Hammurabi, king of the Babylonian Empire, ordered scribes to chisel a code of 282 laws onto a tall column of black stone.  As you read these laws from the code, think about how Mesopotamians defined crimes and how criminals were punished.

1 If a man bring an accusation against a man, and charge him with a crime, but cannot prove it, he, the accuser, shall be put to death.

148 If a man takes a wife and she become sick with disease, and if he set his face to take another, he may.  His wife, who is sick with disease, he shall not put away.  She shall remain in the house which he has built and he shall maintain her as long as she lives.

149 If that woman do not elect to remain in her husband’s house, he shall make good to her the dowry (money the father of the women pays to her husband) which she brought from her father’s house and she may go.

150 If a woman bring about the death of her husband for the sake of another man, they shall impale her.

195 If a son strike his father, they shall cut off his fingers.

196 If one breaks a man’s bone, they shall break his bone.

197 If a man destroys the eye of a man belonging to the aristocracy, they shall destroy his eye.  

198 If he has destroyed the eye of a commoner (a ordinary man, lower than aristocrats but higher than slaves in the social order) or broken the bone of a commoner, he shall pay one mina of silver (1 piece of silver)

199 If he has destroyed the eye of a free man’s slave or broken the bone of a free man’s slave, he shall pay one-half his value.

200 If a man knock out a tooth of a man of his own rank (meaning equal social class), they shall knock out his tooth.

218 If a physician (doctor) operates on a man for a severe (serious) wound… and cause the man’s death… they shall cut off his fingers.

229 If a builder build a house for a man and do not make its construction firm, and the house which he has built collapse and cause the death of the owner of the house, that builder shall be put to death.

Name: ________________________







Hammurabi’s Code Worksheet

Directions:  Using your knowledge of Hammurabi’s code and the U.S. legal system, along with the handout, explain the punishments for the following crimes.  Please keep in mind how the values of a culture shape laws.

Crime or Situation

    Hammurabi Punishment

U.S. Punishment

	1.  A person falsely accuses another person of a crime.

(1)


	
	

	2.  A woman files for divorce.

(148)


	
	

	3.  A wife kills her husband.

(150)


	
	

	4.  A son strikes his father.

(195)


	
	

	5.  During a fight, one person breaks the arm of another person.

(196)


	
	

	6.  A free man has destroyed the eye of a member of the aristocracy.

(197)
	
	

	7.  A free man destroys the eye of a commoner.

(198)


	
	

	8.  A free man destroys the eye of another free man’s slave.

(199)


	
	

	9.  A contractor does not build a house correctly.  It falls apart, crushing the owner to death. (229)
	
	


