#220
Collapse of the Soviet Union

Yesterday, we discussed the breakup of the Soviet Union.  We learned that Mikhail Gorbachev, after taking power, implemented policies of perestroika (“restructuring”) and glasnost (“openness”), which influenced many satellite nations to rebel.  Poland, East Germany, Romania, Bulgaria, and other countries of Eastern Europe broke away from Soviet control. Throughout much of the region, there were attempts to make democratic reforms and make the transition from a command economy (communism) to a market economy (capitalism)! 
Lech (pronounced “Lek”) Walesa and Solidarity in Poland

In the 1980s in Poland, economic hardships caused labor unrest.  Led by Lech Walesa, workers organized Solidarity, an independent trade union.  With millions of members, Solidarity called for political change.  At first, the Soviet Union pressured the Polish government to suppress Solidarity.  The government outlawed the union and arrested Walesa and other leaders.  However, communism’s power was weakening.  International pressure as well as internal pressure led to reform.  In 1989, the first free elections in 50 years were held, and Solidarity candidates won.  Lech Walesa became the president of Poland.

East and West Germany United
Since WWII, Germany had been divided into a democratic western state and a communist eastern state.  The wall had been built in 1961 to keep East Germans from fleeing to the West.

The Fall of the Berlin Wall


East Germans wanted to share the prosperity and freedom enjoyed by West Germans.  By 1989, East German leaders could no longer count on support from the Soviet Union.  A rising wave of protests forced the communist government from power.  In November 1989, the Berlin Wall was torn down by joyous Germans.


The people of Germany welcomed the reunification of their country, but there were problems.  West Germans had to pay higher taxes to finance the rebuilding of impoverished (poor) East Germany.  Unemployment rose in East Germany during the transition to a market economy.  Social unrest followed, with some right-wing extremists trying to revive Nazi ideology.  

Ethnic Tensions Surface
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Under communism, ethnic tensions in multinational states had been suppressed.  What does “multinational” mean?  What does “suppressed” mean?  With the fall of the Soviet Union, they resurfaced.  Czechoslovakia split peacefully into 2 separate countries, the Czech Republic and Slovakia.  Elsewhere, however, ethnic divisions often resulted in open warfare.  In the Balkan Peninsula, ethnic conflict ripped apart the multinational country of Yugoslavia.  Where have we heard of the Baltic Peninsula before?  Serbians, Bosnians, and Croats all began fighting with one another and several instances of “ethnic cleansing” occurred.   What do you think “ethnic cleansing” means?  Bosnians, Croats, and Serbians, began killing one another in a fight over land and ethnicity.  There was even a declared genocide in 1995, during which Serbs murdered 8,000 Muslim Bosnians in a place named Srebrenica.  Eventually, the countries of Serbia, Bosnia, and Croatia all became separate countries on the Balkan Peninsula.
THE FALL OF COMMUNISM IN EASTERN EUROPE

(EX-SATELLITE COUNTRIES UNDER USSR POWER DURING COLD WAR)







Freedom from Soviet Control in Eastern Europe





POLAND 


Free elections in 1989





HUNGARY Breakup of the Communist Party, 1989





Czechoslovakia


Free Elections in 1989





BULGARIA


Communist leader of stepped down 1989





YUGOSLAVIA


End of Communist party & free elections, 1990





EAST GERMANY


Berlin Wall opened, 1989 Free Elections 1990. 





ROMANIA


Freedom through protests 1989






































