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UNIT 9: Resurgence of Europe and Global Exploration


Last class we began our 9th Unit of study: Resurgence of Europe and Global Exploration.  We began to learn about the resurgence of Europe (how Europe was restored after the Dark Ages).  During the later part of the Middle Ages, Europe went through some big changes.   We learned about the economic changes Europe went through.  From 1200 to 1400, Europe underwent a “Commercial Revolution” or business revolution.  There was a huge shift from an economy based on land (manorialism) to an economy based on money (capitalism).  A money economy gave a larger number of people the ability to gain wealth and to rise in society.  This led to a period of huge economic expansion and eventually created a global economy.  Today, we will learn about a time period called the Renaissance.  The Renaissance was a golden age in Europe.   During the Renaissance, new ideas, philosophies, arts, and literature emerged.  

The Renaissance


The period from 1450s to the 1650s was a time of great creativity and change in Europe.  This period is called the “Renaissance” which means “rebirth.”  The "rebirth" during the Renaissance refers to two things: 1) the rebirth of old ideas and arts from Greece and Rome, and 2) the rebirth of new thinking, perspectives, philosophies, arts, and writings (have you ever heard the word "Renaissance" used for another period of rebirth and advancements?).  The European Renaissance was a golden age in the arts, literature, and sciences.  Great works of art and literature emerged from this period.  


The Renaissance began in Italy in the mid-1400s and then spread north.  The cities of Italy were thriving centers of trade and manufacturing.  Merchants in these cities had great wealth and were willing to promote art and education.   


The Renaissance brought new ideas about the world and the place of people within it.  The Renaissance represented a widespread change in worldview.  Instead of concentrating on spiritual things, people began to focus more on the world they lived in.  

I. New Ways of Thinking:  During the Renaissance, Europeans developed a new way of thinking called humanism.  Humanism focused more on the secular (non-religious or worldly) aspects of life rather than religious ones.  During the Middle Ages, philosophers and writers had wondered about life after death.  Renaissance humanists, on the other hand, were more curious about life in the present.  Another feature of humanism was an emphasis on the achievements of the individual.  Humanists believed that a well-rounded education was essential for full development of an individual.  Humanist thinkers used the Greeks and Romans as models, who also focused on individual achievement.  Instead of religious issues, humanists examined worldly subjects that the ancient Greeks and Romans had studied.  They hoped to use ancient learning to increase knowledge about their own times.  Have you ever heard somebody referred to as a "Renaissance Man?”  Can you infer what this might mean?  Who do you know that you might describe as a Renaissance man?

II. Artistic Achievements:  


The Renaissance produced some of the greatest paintings, sculptures, and architecture in the history of the world.  Renaissance architects rejected medieval forms of architecture.  They returned to Greek and Roman styles for columns, arches, and domes.  During this time, art became valued.  Artists were supported by merchants, Popes, and princes who wanted spend their money supporting artists.  


The art of the time reflected humanist concerns.  Many paintings still had religious subjects, but others portrayed important contemporary figures.  Renaissance art was very realistic.  Renaissance artists learned the rules of perspective – the technique used to give art a 3D (3-dimensional) effect.  These artists also studied human anatomy (human bodies) and often worked from live models, so they could portray the body in amazingly accurate detail. The humanists’ emphasis on cultivating individual talent inspired Italian artists to express their own values, emotions, and attitudes; to make their subjects lifelike; and to focus on secular and mythological, as well as religious, subjects.  The public in Renaissance Italy appreciated works of art and hailed great artists as geniuses.  Italian Renaissance painters departed from the flat, symbolic style of medieval painting to begin a more realistic style.  

Two of the most famous artists of the Renaissance were Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci.  


A) Michelangelo: Michelangelo was a sculptor, engineer, poet, painter, and architect.  He is probably best known for his enormous mural on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican (Italy).  He is also well known for his statue of the biblical character David.  Michelangelo crafted sculptures that were awesome in size and suggested controlled but intense emotions. 


B) Leonardo da Vinci:  The Mona Lisa is Leonardo da Vinci’s most famous painting.  Leonardo da Vinci was also very interested in human anatomy (human bodies).  He dissected human corpses (dead people) to see how muscles and bones worked.  His sketches for flying machines and underwater boats were made centuries before the first airplane or submarine was actually built! Leonardo da Vinci skillfully portrayed subjects’ personalities and made designs of mechanical inventions that were far ahead of his time.  


C) Northern Artists:  Both Michelangelo and Leonardo de Vinci were Italian artists.  However, there was exceptional art being done in other parts of Europe as well.  Although women of the time were generally dependent on men, some of them did contribute to the arts as well.  
III. Impact of the Printing Press:  Inventions such as the printing press helped learning and new ideas to spread throughout Europe.  By 1300, papermaking and printing technology had reached Europe from China.  The invention of movable type in the 1400s led to Johann Gutenberg’s printing of the Bible on his printing press in Germany in 1450.  The printing press was extremely important for the Renaissance and later intellectual development.  Some of the effects of the printing press included: 

1) Books became more available: Books became cheaper and easier to make.  

2) Literacy increased: Books were more readily available so more people learned to read and write.  

3) Ideas spread rapidly: People also had access to new knowledge about such subjects as medicine and geography.  Printed Bibles also increased the spread of religious ideas.  

IV. Literary Achievements:  The humanist interest in this world was also expressed in literature of the Renaissance.  In the Middle Ages, people had begun to write in the everyday language of ordinary people.  Instead of scholarly Greek or Latin, they used Italian, French, English, Spanish, and other languages spoken by the people.  Some of the most famous writers of the Renaissance were Shakespeare, Dante, Cervantes, and Machiavelli.  


A) Shakespeare:  William Shakespeare wrote in English around 1600.  Shakespeare wrote extensively about human beings and the joys and sorrows of human life.  What else do you know about Shakespeare?


B) Machiavelli: Niccolo Machiavelli wrote “The Prince” in the early 1500s. In this book, he advises rulers on how to gain and maintain power.  He tells rulers that they should use whatever methods are necessary to ensure their success (“The ends justify the means”).  Do you think this is good advice?  Do you think most Americans feel this way?  His work is seen today as a realistic picture of the politics of his time. He wrote in the vernacular (common language) of the people so that it was accessible to everyone.  He wrote realistically, looking at real-world problems.  He rejected Christian morality and focused on the real problems that leaders and people face.  During this time, feudalism was declining and the power of kings was rising.  Therefore, Kings had real problems about how to lead their new, large, growing countries.  Before Machiavelli, people never thought about the problems involved in how a king should rule.  People always thought that the government should be ideal and never debated about the real.   










