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UNIT 9: Resurgence of Europe and Global Exploration


Many changes occurred in Europe during the Resurgence of Europe, when European countries rose out of the Dark Ages to become powerful nations.  We have learned about 3 main events or time periods that contributed to the resurgence of Europe.  The first, the Commercial Revolution (a business revolution), shifted the economy from a feudal system based on land, to a capitalist system based on cash money.  Secondly, during the Renaissance, money was invested in education, resulting in a wave of new writers, artists, and philosophers such as Michelangelo, Leonardo de Vinci, Rafael, Shakespeare, and Machiavelli.  Thirdly, in the 1500s, the Protestant Reformation and the Counter-Reformation lead to huge changes in religious life.  Reformers such as Martin Luther tried to reform (change) the Catholic Church, which led to a split in Christianity into Protestants and Catholics.  The Catholic Church responded to these protestant reformers by launching the counter-reformation, which was both an attempt to keep Catholics from leaving the Church and an effort to reform some aspects of the Church.  The Protestant Reformation and Catholic Counter-Reformation had many effects on Europe, including; 1) religious and political divisions as states and countries either became Catholics or Protestants, 2) wars between Catholics and Protestants – both civil wars within the same country, and wars between different countries such as the Spanish Catholics and English Protestants, 3) Anti-Semitism, or prejudice and prosecution against the Jews in Europe, and 4) witch hunts where religious passion caused people to blame women of being witches and killing thousands of accused females.  


There were four main factors involved in the Resurgence of Europe: 1) the Commercial Revolution, 2) the Renaissance, 3) the Reformation, and 4) the rise of Nation-States with strong Monarchs.  Today, we will learn about this fourth and final factor in the resurgence of Europe.  We will learn how kings gained power and effectively ruled over large areas, dividing Europe into the countries that we know today. 
Rise of Nation-States

During the late Middle Ages, kings, nobles, and the Church struggled for power.  However, when Feudalism started to decline, kings slowly began to increase their power.  This shift occurred first in England and France, taking a somewhat different path in each country.  These changes marked the beginning of feelings of nationalism – pride and devotion to one’s country.  What is a nation?  What are some examples of nationalism?  Would you describe yourself as nationalistic?  What may be some positive and negative effects of nationalism?  


Nationalism is devotion to one's own nation and its interests over those of all other nations.  The idea that you would be proud of your country was a relatively new thing.  People didn't really think of themselves as part of a distinct country.  Today, people are nationalistic (proud of their country) in the same way that you might be proud of a sports team.  As monarchs (kings) gained more power, people began to feel more and more devoted to their king and the nation, which s/he ruled. The monarchs united their people under national banners (flags), loyalties, and languages.  While monarchs gained significant power in France, the English monarchs shared their power with a representative body.  

I. FRANCE: The Growth of Royal Power in France:


French Monarchs (kings) developed polices that weakened the power of nobles and strengthened the power of the crown.  They made the position hereditary, meaning the position of King would be passed down from father to son.  The royal power in France became more centralized.  The growth of royal power led in part to the Hundred Years' War, a conflict that occurred between England and France from the middle of the 1300s to the mid-1400s.  When it looked as if the French would lose the war, a peasant woman named Joan of Arc managed to rally the French to victory.  Joan of Arc was then captured and killed by the English, but she became an important hero to the French people.  She was a symbol of nationalistic French pride.  This French pride, also contributed to the rise in power of a single monarch under a centralized government. 

II. ENGLAND: Limited Monarch in England: 


When the Anglo-Saxon (Germanic-speaking) King Edward died in 1066, his brother-in-law was chosen to rule.  However, Duke William of Normandy claimed the English thrown as well.  A battle for the throne began.  William invaded England and won the throne (became king).  He was called King William the Conqueror.  King William exerted firm control over England and strengthened the power of monarchs.


I. Common Law:  King William's successor (the next king) was King Henry II.  King Henry II strengthened English finance ($) and law.  King Henry II created a system of laws known as Common law, meaning law that was the same for all the people.  King Henry II also strengthened the power of Common law by sending out traveling justices (judges) to enforce the law throughout the land.  King Henry II developed an early jury system.  When his justices (judges) visited an area, a jury, or a group of men sworn to speak the truth, was gathered by local officials.  The jury also determined which cases should be brought to trial. 


II. Magna Carta:  English rulers fought with the nobles (rich people) and the Church about how much power the kings should have over England.  In 1215, the nobility rebelled against King John and forced him to sign a document called the Magna Carta.  The Magna Carta was a document that placed limits on the king's power – it made sure that the king did not become too powerful.  For example, the Magna Carta stated that the monarch (king) had to obey the same laws as everyone else.  It also said that the king could not raise taxes without first asking his Great Council of lords and clergy.


III. Parliament:  During the 1200s, this council evolved into the representative assembly known as Parliament.  The parliament was a group of people that were meant to represent the people's interest.   In this way power was shared between the king and the parliament.  What is the English parliament similar to in the United States?  The parliament was given power.  For example, in order to finance (pay for) their wars, English kings repeatedly had to ask Parliament for funds, thus strengthening the power of Parliament.  Can you make a text-to-world connection?  


IV. An English Church:  In the 1500's there was a break between the English monarchy (king) and the Catholic Church.  King Henry VIII was the king at the time.  King Henry VIII wanted to get his marriage annulled (meaning canceled and erased from the records – an annulment is even more severe than a divorce).  However, the Pope refused to annul Henry VIII's marriage.  King Henry was upset and he consulted the parliament in order to get laws passed that would take away the Church's power.  Under these laws, Henry gained control of the English Church.  He created the Anglican Church, or the Church of England.  In 1558, Henry's daughter, Elizabeth I, became the Queen of England and she made England a Protestant nation.  England was no longer Catholic; Queen Elizabeth transformed England into a Protestant country.  Can you image the reaction to this change in religion?  Why was this a problem for Catholics in the country?  

Summary of the Resurgence of Europe:


A growing population and an increase in trade led to a commercial revolution in Europe and a rising middle class.  At the same time, the Renaissance brought new ideas about the world and the place of people within it.  Great works of art and literature emerged from this period.  Inventions such as the printing press helped learning and new ideas spread throughout Europe.  There were also religious changes; as Protestant reformers challenged the authority of the Roman Catholic Church and founded new Christian churches.  Throughout this period, feudalism weakened and, while nations united under strong monarchs.  In 1215, England instituted the Magna Carta, which placed limits on the royal power.  Under the Magna Carta, the English monarch shared power with Parliament, a representative body.  
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