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UNIT 9: Resurgence of Europe and Global Exploration


Last class, we finished learning about the 4 major causes of the resurgence of Europe.  We learned that there were four main factors involved in the Resurgence of Europe: 1) the Commercial Revolution, 2) the Renaissance, 3) the Reformation, and 4) the rise of Nation-States with strong Monarchs.  Starting around 1300, Europe began to rise out of the dark ages that had plagued the land for centuries.  First, a growing population and an increase in trade led to a commercial revolution in Europe and a rising middle class.  Secondly, the Renaissance brought new ideas about the world and the place of people within it.  Great works of art and literature emerged from this period.  Inventions such as the printing press helped learning and new ideas spread throughout Europe.  Thirdly, there were religious changes as Protestant reformers challenged the authority of the Roman Catholic Church and founded new Christian churches.  Finally, throughout this period, feudalism weakened and nations united under strong monarchs.  In 1215, England instituted the Magna Carta, which placed limits on royal power.  Under the Magna Carta, the English monarch shared power with Parliament, a representative body.  Today, we will begin to learn about global exploration.  Between the 1400s and 1700s, Europe sought out new and different trade routes to Asia, which lead to the "discovery" of a new land (the Americas), slavery, and colonization.  
Global Exploration

In the 1400s, Europeans really wanted to find a direct trade route to Asia.  They had been trading with Asia through the Ottoman Empire (in Turkey), but they wanted to cut out the middleman and gain the ability to trade with Asia on their own.  Asia had amazing spices, gold, and riches that the Europeans wanted to have access to.  European nations thought that if they explored the oceans and seas, they would find a route to Asia.  They had invented the technology needed to explore the oceans, including; large ships capable of steering, navigation instruments so they tell what direction they were going, the telescope so they could see far away, gunpowder so they could protect themselves, the printing press so they could share information, and maps so they knew where land masses and waters were located.  Two European nations, Portugal and Spain, took the lead in exploration.  

I. Portugal:  Portugal was the first European country to venture out on the Atlantic Ocean in search of spices and gold.  Portuguese explorers traveled down the west coast of Africa in search of a sea route to Asia.  In 1488, an expedition led by Bartholomeu Dias discovered the southern tip of Africa, later named the Cape of Good Hope.  His voyage proved that ships could reach Asia by sailing around Africa.  In 1497, four ships led by Vasco da Gama sailed from Portugal for India, landing 10 months later at Calcutta on the southwest coast of India. 


II. Spain: During the late 1400s, Spain emerged as a leading European power.  In 1469, Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of Castille were married and they became the King and Queen of a united Spanish Empire.  Now that Spain was united under one political monarch, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella wanted Spain to be united under one religion as well – Catholicism.  Queen Isabella declared that everyone in Spain must be a Catholic and began a brutal crusade (religious war) against all Muslims and Jews that refused to convert to Christianity.  This crusade is called the Spanish Inquisition.  Many Jews and Muslims were killed during the Spanish Inquisition and about 150,000 were kicked out of the country (exiled).  Within the first 10 years of the Inquisition, over 2,000 non-Christians were publicly burned at the stake for refusing to convert to Christianity.  If the accused Jews and Muslims were willing to beg forgiveness and admit their wrong, they were strangled to death before being burned so they didn't have to suffer the pain of being burned alive. What they didn’t realize was that the persecution and departures of Jews and Muslims (who did much of the trading and thus controlled much of the money) would eventually weaken Spain. 


Under King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, Spain entered the race for Asian riches by backing the expeditions of an Italian navigator named Christopher Columbus.  Ferdinand and Isabella agreed to supply Christopher Columbus with ships, men, and supplies and he promised to make them rich by discovering a new trade route to Asia.  Instead of sailing south in order to go around Africa, Columbus headed west, thinking that he could reach Asia by sailing across the Atlantic Ocean.  At this point, Europeans had no idea that the huge landmasses of North and South America existed.  Columbus made his first trip across the Atlantic Ocean in 1492 and stumbled upon America.  Columbus named the native peoples he found living in the Americas, "Indians" because he thought he was in India.   Before he died in 1536, Columbus made 4 voyages to the Caribbean islands and South America, certain the whole time that he had discovered a new route to Asia.  It wasn't until 1507 when an Italian explorer named Amerigo Vespucci realized that Columbus had not discovered a route to Asia, but instead had discovered a “New World.” Amerigo Vespucci named this new world after himself, calling it America.  


Both Spain and Portugal claimed that the Americas should belong to their countries because they had "found" them.  In order to satisfy Spain and Portugal, the Pope divided South America in half, giving Portugal control of lands to the east and Spain control of lands to the west.  

Imperialism and Colonization


Imperialism is when one country gains control over other countries.  Europeans thought they were better and more advanced than the peoples of Africa, Asia, and the Americas.  They thought they had the right to claim these peoples’ land and resources as their own.  Between the 1400s and the 1700s, European countries competed with each other to gain control over lands in Africa, Asia, and the Americas.  This practice is called imperialism.  Can you name any examples of how the United States has participated in imperialism?  


After learning how to navigate around the world in ships, European countries would travel to Africa, Asia, and the Americas and claim the land for themselves (regardless of the native-born people that lived there).  They set up colonies.  Colonies were permanent settlements that were controlled by a far off country.  For example, England set up 13 colonies along the east coast of North America.  The English monarch controlled these colonies even though he lived thousands of miles away on a different continent.  The Portuguese and the Spanish were the first two groups of Europeans to set up colonies in Africa.  In Asia, the Portuguese, the Dutch, the Spanish, the English, and the French divided up the land and established colonies.  In the Americas, the Spanish were the first group of Europeans to practice imperialism and set up colonies.    

I. Imperialism in the Americas: After Christopher Columbus landed in the Americas, friendly relations existed between the Spanish and the Native Americans for a while.  However, these friendly feelings did not last.  Many Spanish conquistadors, or conquerors, traveled to the Americas in the years following Columbus' voyage.  Some of these conquistadors came in search of gold, others wanted to convert the Native Americas to Christianity.  One of the earliest conquistadors, Hernan Cortes, landed in Mexico in 1519.  Two years later, Cortes conquered the Aztec Empire.  In 1532, another conquistador, Francisco Pizarro, conquered the Incan Empire in Peru.  Spain was able to conquer the Aztecs and Incas because: 1) they had better weapons, 2) the Spanish had formed alliances with Native American groups who hated being ruled by the Aztecs and the Incas, and 3) diseases brought by the Europeans killed millions of native people, weakening them and causing them to believe that they had been abandoned by their own gods.     


By the 1600s, Spain’s empire included much of North and South America as well as islands in the West Indies.  Spain's profitable American colonies attracted the attention of other European powers.  The Dutch, English, and French soon began to set up their own colonies all over North and South America.  In the 1600s, the French settled and colonized Canada.  The English established 13 colonies along the North American east coast.  In 1621, the Dutch established a colony on the island of Manhattan called “New Amsterdam.”  Spain, France, England and the Netherlands (Dutch) often fought over territory in the Americas.  In the mid-1700s the English and the French fought each other in the French and Indian War.  The English won and the French were forced to give up a lot of land, leaving much of North America to the English.  English settlement activities pushed out the Native Americans and the English emerged as the leading European power in much of North America.  
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