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Setting the Stage:

The Renaissance, Reformation, and the Scientific Revolution all motivated people to embrace new ways of thinking.  Scientists and Philosophers began to question old ideas about society.  These thinkers sought new insight into the foundations of government, religion, economics, and education.  Their efforts spurred the Enlightenment, a new intellectual movement that stressed reason and thought and the power of individuals to solve problems.  Known also as the Age of Reason, this movement reached its height in the mid-1700s and brought great change to many aspects of the world we know today.  It challenged absolutism and motivated people to overthrow their kings and Queens.  In fact, many freedoms enjoyed in many countries today are a result of Enlightenment thinking.  

Examine the Issues

1.  One question Enlightenment Philosophers asked was, “Do people have rights simply because they’re human or is it up to the government to tell them what rights they have?”  What do you think?

2. What do you think should be the purpose of having a government?   

3. think back:  What does it mean to have Absolute Power?  Who should have the power in a government?  Why?










