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UNIT 9: Resurgence of Europe and Global Exploration


During this unit, we first learned about the four main factors involved in the Resurgence of Europe: 1) the Commercial Revolution, 2) the Renaissance, 3) the Reformation, and 4) the rise of Nation-States with strong Monarchs.  Last class, we learned about global exploration.  Europeans wanted to find a direct trade route to Asia so they began to sail the seas and oceans.  Although Europeans did find routes to Asia, they also "discovered" a new world, called the Americas.  As Europeans traveled to Asia, Africa, and the Americas they practiced imperialism.  Imperialism is the when one country gains control over other countries.  European countries began to claim areas in Africa, Asia, and the Americas for themselves and establish permanent settlements, called colonies, in the distant lands they claimed.  Today, we will learn about how imperial and colonial practices led to the African slave trade.  We will learn about some of the important features of the African slave trade including the triangle trade, Columbia exchange, and the middle passage.     
Slavery and the Triangle Trade


Columbus's explorations began a transfer of people, plants, animals, and diseases back and forth from Europe to the Americas.  After Columbus's first trip, he brought valuable new foods like corn and potatoes to Europe.  These new foods greatly improved life for Europeans.


However, Native Americans got the short end of the stick.  While Europeans benefited from Native American crops, the Native Americans suffered from European diseases.  The Europeans who came to America brought germs that caused smallpox and other diseases deadly to Native Americans.  In some areas, 90% of the Native American population was killed due to European diseases.


The European colonists living in America had been using the Native Americans to do much of the labor involved in growing crops.  However, because so many Native Americans began to die from European diseases, the Europeans needed a new population of cheap workers.  Thus, the West African Slave trade began.  Europeans would go to West Africa and trade guns and other goods for people (slaves).  Europeans would give African leaders goods and would take African slaves in return.  Europeans would fill ships with slaves and sail them to America.  The ships were crowded, disease-infested, and cruel.  Many West Africans died during the journey and never made it to America.  The West Africans who did make it to America were not lucky.  Many of them might have preferred to die on the ships than to live out life as a slave in a new land.    


The first West African Slave ship arrived in the Americas in 1503.  Over the next three centuries (300 years), millions of Africans would be carried across the Atlantic Ocean in crowded, disease-infested ships. The terrible voyage lasted anywhere from weeks to months.  When the terrible voyage was over, an even greater horror awaited – a lifetime of slavery.  

I. Triangle Trade: In the 1500s, Europeans came to view African slaves as the most valuable African trade goods.  At that time, Europeans began buying large numbers of Africans in order to satisfy the labor shortage in the American plantations, or large farms. The slave trade eventually grew into a huge and profitable business. In the 1600s, European territories in the Americas based their agricultural economies on the labor of enslaved Africans.  The trade that involved Europe, Africa, and the Americas was sometimes called the triangle trade because the sea routes between these 3 continents formed a huge triangle. Europeans would travel to Africa and trade manufactured goods, such as guns and cloth in exchange for African Slaves.  Slaves were loaded onto European Ships and brought to America.  In America, slaves were traded for raw materials such as tobacco, molasses, sugar, and raw cotton, which were brought back to Europe.  This 3-way exchange formed a triangle.  Who benefited the most from this exchange?  Why?  Who benefited the least? 

II. The Middle Passage: The voyage from Africa to the Americas on the slave ships was called the Middle Passage.  Conditions on the ships during middle passage were horrible.  The terrible, disease-invested voyage lasted anywhere from weeks to months.  Hundreds of people were crammed onto a single ship.  In fact, millions of Africans died on their way from disease, brutal mistreatment, or suicide.  The ships were dominated by stench, fumes, horror, vomiting, many kinds of seasickness, fever, dysentery, headache, heat, constipation, boils, scurvy, cancer, mouth-rot, and the like, all of which comes from old and sharply salted food and meat, as well as very bad water.  Those who survived the Middle Passage were forced to work on plantations in the American colonies, many until they were worked to death. 

III. The Columbian Exchange: The Columbian Exchange is the exchange (or trade) of things between Asia, Africa, America and Europe.  A global exchange of people, plants, animals, ideas and technology began during this time, leading to profound changes for the people in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and Europe.  Since this exchange started with Columbus, it is called the Columbian Exchange.  Plants including maize (corn), and potatoes traveled from the Americas to Europe, Asia, and Africa. These new foods greatly improved life for Europeans and allowed populations to grow.  Other plants, such as bananas and rice, traveled back to the Americas.  From Africa and Asia, goats and chickens came to the Americas.  Unfortunately, other exchanges occurred: diseases such as measles and typhus devastated populations in the Americas.  In some areas, 90% of the Native American population was killed due to European diseases.  Can you name 2 positive and 2 negative effects of the Columbia Exchange?  

IV. Effects of the Slave Trade: By the 1800s, when the slave trade ended, an estimated 11 million Africans had been sent to the Americas.  The slave trade caused local wars to develop in Africa.  One African group would try to capture another in order to sell them to the Europeans as slaves.  As a result, traditional African political structures were undermined.  Because of slavery, many African societies were deprived of the talents of strong, intelligent people.  West Africa, specifically, lost many young men and women.  Some societies and small states disappeared forever.  Other states formed, some of them dependent on the slave trade.  Many African societies’ main source of income came from the trade of African slaves for European goods.  When the African slave trade ended, these African societies were left without a source of income, devastating their economies for centuries to come.    
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