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UNIT 9: Resurgence of Europe and Global Exploration


During this unit, we first learned about the four main factors involved in the Resurgence of Europe: 1) the Commercial Revolution, 2) the Renaissance, 3) the Reformation, and 4) the rise of Nation-States with strong Monarchs.  Then we learned about global exploration.  During missions to find a trade route to Asia, Europeans "discovered" a new world, called the Americas.  As Europeans traveled to Asia, Africa, and the Americas they practiced imperialism.  Imperialism is the when one country gains control over other countries.  European countries began to claim areas in Africa, Asia, and the Americas for themselves and establish permanent settlements, called colonies, in the distant lands they claimed.  As the Native American population was largely killed off due to European diseases, European colonists looked to Africa for a new source of cheap labor.  Goods were brought by ship to Africa where they were traded with slaves, who were in turn brought to the Americas.  In the Americas, the slaves were traded for natural resources that were brought back to Europe.  The exchange between these 3 continents is called the triangle trade, because the trade routes formed a huge triangle across the Atlantic Ocean.  The terrible trip across the Atlantic was called the Middle Passage.  The exchange (or trade) of things between Asia, Africa, America and Europe during this time is called the Columbian Exchange.  There were many positive effects if the Columbian Exchange, but the transfer of disease and slaves were two of the negative effects.  The African continent was deeply hurt by the centuries of slave trade.  Civil wars broke out all over Africa, traditional African political structures collapsed, and African societies became dependent on the slave trade.  When the slave trade finally ended in the 1800s, many African societies were left without any sustainable economy or government.  


Today is the last day of the year that we will be introducing new information.  Today, we will learn about monarchs in Asia and Europe during the 1500s and 1600s that attempted to gain absolute power through the practice of absolutism.  After today, you will know all of Global I!!!   

Absolutism and the Puritan Revolution


In the 1500s and 1600s, several rulers in Asia and Europe sought to centralize their political power.  They claimed that they have a "divine right", or authority from G-d to rule. Divine right is the belief that the king has been chosen by G-d to rule the people of his or her country.  Leaders such as Philip II in Spain and Louis XIV in France gained complete authority of their government and their subjects (their people).  The practice to gain absolute rule and authority is called absolutism. Absolutism is a political, social, and economic system that was established to give European monarchs total control over all aspects of society and life in their countries.  England resisted the establishment of absolutism.  After a civil war, England's Parliament enacted a Bill of Rights that limited the English monarch's power.  What is a "bill of rights?"  What other civilizations have created a "Bill of Rights" to protect the interest of their citizens?  

I. Absolutism in Spain, France, and Russia:


In the 1500s, Spain became the most powerful nation in Europe.  This was partly due to the huge amounts of wealth they had gained from their American colonies.  Charles V (the grandson of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella) was the king of Spain and the Holy Roman Empire from 1519 to 1556.  Charles V expanded the power of monarchs.  Charles V was followed by Phillip II who ruled Spain from 1556 to 1598.  Phillip expanded his own power as well as the influence of the Catholic Church and Spanish empire.  Phillip II wanted to rule every aspect of the government, and claimed that he had a divine right to rule (meaning that he was chosen by G-d to rule and that his authority comes directly from G-d).  However, after Phillip II, the power of Spain started to decline because they focused too heavily on their overseas investments and neglected business at home. 


By the 1600s, France had replaced Spain as the most powerful European nation.  Absolute monarchs ruled France as well.  In 1589, Henry IV inherited the throne.  Henry IV laid the foundations for absolutism by increasing the power of monarchs and decreasing the power of French nobles.  His son, Louis XIII continued to strengthen the power of the monarchy when he took the throne.  When Louis XIII died in 1643, his 5-year-old son became king.  This 5 year old, Louis XIV, ruled France for 72 years.  Louis XIV ruled with absolute power and demanded complete loyalty from his subjects.  Under his rule, France was a wealthy, powerful state with great cultural influence.  However, Louis's expensive parties and wars left France in debt.  The French monarchy did not even survive a century after his death in 1715. 


  Russia was also ruled by absolute monarchs during this time.  One of the most famous was Czar (pronounced “ZAR”) Ivan IV, known as Ivan the Terrible.  Can you guess how he got his name?  Ivan the Terrible ruled with absolute power and harsh violence.  He organized a personal police force that killed anyone suspected of disloyalty.  Then from 1682 to 1725, Russia was ruled by Peter the Great.  Peter the great worked to bring all of Russia under his authority.  He reduced the power of the nobility, gained control of the Russian Orthodox Church, built the largest army in Europe, expanded Russian territory, and brought new technology to Russia.      

II. England's Reaction to Absolutism

While other nations turned to absolutism in the 1500s and 1600s, England moved in a different direction. England established a parliament to check the powers of the monarch. The parliament was a representative body (much like our congress today).  The parliament was made up of people that were supposed to represent the common peoples interests and share power with the monarch in charge.  England's Parliament managed to prevent English monarchs from gaining too much power. 


The royal Tudor family ruled England from 1485 to 1603.  These monarchs, who include Henry VIII and Elizabeth I, generally worked well with parliament.  However, in 1603, the English throne was passed to the royal Stewart family, who had much conflict with the parliament.  The first Stewart king was King James I.  He tried to strengthen the power of the kings and he even dissolved (broke up) parliament.  His son, Charles I, took over as king in 1625 and continued his father's absolutist policies.  Charles I put his enemies in jail without trials, imposed high taxes on the people, and continued to prevent the parliament.  The parliament and their supporters were not happy with Charles I and a civil war broke out between Charles I and the parliament forces.  The parliament won!  They put King Charles I on trial and beheaded him in 1694.  Charles I was the first king to ever be tried and executed by his own people.  This even shocked other European monarchies and signified that absolutism would not prevail in England. 


In 1688, the protestant Parliament feared the return of a Catholic king to England.  They overthrew James II (brother of Charles II) and asked James's daughter, Mary, and her Dutch husband, William, to take the throne.  William and Mary were both Protestants and they became the new King and Queen of England.  However, before they could take power, William and Mary were forced to accept the English Bill of Rights.  The English Bill of Rights was a set of acts passed by Parliament to ensure its superiority over the monarch.  This bill of rights:


* stated that the king must work regularly with Parliament


* stated that the king must give the House of Commons financial control


* abolished excessive fines and cruel or unusual punishment 


* stated that no person could be held in jail without first being charged of a crime

With this Bill of Rights, England became a limited monarchy, a government in which a legislative body limits the monarchs power.  


The Parliament along with Mary and William also passed the Toleration Act in 1689, which allowed non-protestant Puritan and Quakers certain rights, but it denied tolerance for Catholics.  Why?   

 
And that is all for Global 1!!! What other events in history have been left out of our studies that you can look forward to in Global II?
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