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[image: ]INDIAN NATIONALISM

Since the 1700s, the British had maintained control of the Indian subcontinent.  Under British rule, nationalistic feelings began to stir among Indians, especially those who had been educated in the West.  As Indian students learned about democracy and natural rights, they called increasing for self-rule.

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
	In 1885, nationalist leaders in India formed the Indian National Congress.  The group was made up mainly of Hindu professionals and business leaders.  At first, the Congress called merely for equal opportunity to serve in the government of India.  They called for greater democracy and western-style modernization, looking ahead to self-rule.

INDIAN NATIONALISM & THE AMRITSAR MASSACRE
	Nearly 1 million Indians had served the Allied cause in Europe during WWI, and many had died.  At home, however, Indians had few rights.  During WWI, Britain had promised India greater self-government.  After the war was over, however, Britain failed to fulfill these promises.  A turning point came in 1919.  There were riots and attacks on British citizens in the city of Amritsar.  In response, public meetings were banned.  When a large group of Indians assembled on April 13, British troops fired on them without warning, killing about 400 people and wounding about 1,200 more.  The incident convinced many Indians that British rule must be ended.

MAHATMA GANDHI
       In the 1920s and 1930s, a leader named Mohandas Gandhi headed the Indian nationalist movement.  He taught that nonviolent resistance and civil disobedience – the refusal to obey unjust laws – rather than bloodshed, was the way to win rights.  Why did Gandhi believe in this?  (Hint:  Does anyone remember what “ahimsa” is in Hinduism?)  He used tactics such as boycotting, or refusing to buy, British goods.  He also led a great Salt March in 1930 to protest against the English.  He and his followers walked 200 miles ot the Indian Ocean to protest salt laws and taxes.  Gandhi embraced western ideas of democracy and nationalism.  He rejected the caste system and urged equal rights for all, including women.  India, however, did not achieve independence until 1947, one year before Gandhi’s death.  During his lifetime, people called him “Mahatma” Gandhi – Mahatma is Sanskrit (Indian language) for “Great Soul” – sort of like calling someone a “Saint” in Christianity.    


A DEMOCRATIC NATION
	Today, India is the world’s largest democracy. For 40 years after independence, India was led by members of the Nehru family.  Ethnic and religious conflicts have made democracy difficult for India.  In 1966, Gandhi’s daughter, Indira Gandhi, became Prime Minister.  She was assassinated in 1984, and her son, Rajiv Gandhi, became Prime Minister.  He too was assassinated, however, in 1991.
[image: oldindia]INDIAN INDEPENDENCE AND PARTITION

	Indian nationalists had been demanding independence since the 1800s.  Indians were angered when, during World War II, the British put off granting them independence but expected them to support Britain in the war.  As you have read, Gandhi played an important part in the independence movement with his policy of passive resistance.  Over time, British control of India was weakened.  Finally, in 1947, Britain granted independence to India.  Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister, celebrated Independence Day with an impassioned speech, full of hope for India’s future.  Independence, however, brought some difficult problems.  
In India, Hindus were the majority and Muslims were the minority.  The Muslim League had been demanding a Muslim state.  Also, there had been fighting between Muslims and Hindus.  Muslims were concerned about their status as a religious minority.  Plus, differences between the Hindus and Muslims had created religious conflict and also led to political division.
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PARTITION OF INDIA
	Therefore, the British decided to partition (divide) India into two. In 1947, British officials drew borders that created Hindu India and Muslim Pakistan.  Pakistan was made up of West Pakistan and East Pakistan, two widely separated areas that had high Muslim populations.  East Pakistan later became the nation of Bangladesh.
[image: cgrn2l]	The partition, or division, of India did not bring peace.  Independence set off mass migrations of Muslims fleeing India and Hindus fleeing Pakistan.  Millions were killed crossing the borders.  Mahatma Gandhi tried to bring peace, but a Hindu fanatic assassinated him.
Unfortunately, dividing India into two countries has not solved the problems between Hindus and Muslims. Tensions between Hindus and Muslims still exist and continue to erupt into violence today, as do disagreements about territory, especially the piece of land known as Kashmir.  The main issue about the two countries fighting is that both India and Pakistan have nuclear weapons.
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