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Aim:  ______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
		  
DO NOW:

1. If you were thrown in prison for supporting a cause, and could get out by giving up your fight (cause), would you?






2. Name one figure in history who refused to recant (take back what he’d said) when given the opportunity, even though it was dangerous for them not to.






[image: ]Nelson Mandela: A Lovable Freedom Fighter

APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA
For nearly 350 years, Europeans ruled South Africa. Although South Africa won independence from Britain in 1910, its white citizens alone held the political power. To control the nation’s government and economy, Europeans with power made an official system of apartheid (a-par-tide), or separation of the races, legal in 1948.  Apartheid required black Africans and other nonwhites to live in certain zones, the segregation of public facilities and transportation, and forbade interracial marriage. 
Nelson Mandela was born in 1918 in rural South Africa.  During college, he organized protests against the white government, and was forced out of his university.  He eventually got his law degree and setup his own law firm that gave legal advice to blacks who did not have a lawyer.
[image: ]By helping blacks, Mandela was hurting the government, and by 1956, he was arrested for being a traitor to South Africa.  He was proven innocent after a 5-year trial, but by then Mandela had given up his belief in the value of Gandhi’s passive resistance (what is passive resistance?). Mandela now believed that he could not reach his goals of equality for all South Africans using non-violent resistance, especially when the white government was using violence against black South Africans.  Therefore, Mandela created a small military for his political party, the African National Congress (ANC), and began planning violent attacks against the government.  Of course, the white government arrested Mandela again for trying to overthrow the government, which he admitted.
	Mandela was sentenced to life in prison.  While in solitary confinement, Mandela was offered deals to be let out of prison early if he would give up violence as a method against apartheid.  Mandela always refused, and he stayed in prison.
	Meanwhile, the United States and countries around the world stopped trading with South Africa (what is this called?) and cooperating with its government.  There was eventually so much pressure on the white government that they had to set Mandela free in 1990.  He had been in prison for 27 years.
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1. Tf you were thrown in prison for supporting a
cause, and could get out by giving up your fight
(cause), would you?

2. Name one figure in history who refused to
recant (take back what he'd said) when given the.
opportunity, even though it was dangerous for
them not to.




