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NATIONALISM IN AFRICA


A movement called Pan-Africanism had been nourishing nationalist movements in Africa since the 1920s.  Pan-Africanism emphasized the unity of Africans and people o African descent all over the world.

Although a few African nations had achieved independence before 1945, most gained independence only after World War II.  Many Africans had fought in the war.  They resented returning home to second-class citizenship.  Some Africans had migrated to cities during the war to work in defense industries.  They were exposed to nationalist ideas.  In addition, the Atlantic Charter, signed by Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill in 1941, had set forth the goal of self-determination for all nations.

SELF-DETERMINATION & NATIONALISM

EARLY INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS
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GHANA


The Gold Coast was a British colony.  American-educated leader Kwame Nkrumah, inspired by Pan-Africanism and by the writings of Mohandas Gandhi, organized a political party.  Nkrumah used strikes and boycotts to battle the British.  In 1957, the British granted the Gold Coast independence, and Nkrumah became its prime minister.  Nkrumah renamed the country Ghana, a name that linked the new nation to its African past.  In 1963, Nkrumah created the Organization of African Unity, or OAU.  This group promoted Pan-Africanism and the end of colonialism in Africa.
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KENYA


In the British colony of Kenya, the independence struggle was led by Jomo Kenyatta.  He was a spokesman for the Kikuyu people, who had been driven off their land by European settlers.  When some Kikuyu people turned to violent means to gain liberation, the British jailed Kenyatta.  Later, however, Kenyatta was released.  In 1963, he became the first prime minister of an independent Kenya.

ECONOMIC LINKS WITH EUROPE


Today, much of Africa suffers from trading patterns that were established during the Age of Imperialism.  European nations had created colonial economies that depended on the export of raw materials and cash crops from Africa.  Many African nations still rely on the export of just a few products.  When the prices of these products fall, the nations’ economies can be devastated.  Many African countries also rely greatly on manufactured goods imported from Europe.  As a result, these countries have trade deficits and rising debts.  Strong economic links have been maintained between many African nations and the colonial powers that once ruled them. 
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NELSON MANDELA

In 1912 a group called the African National Congress (ANC) was organized in South Africa. This group used boycotts, nonviolence, and civil disobedience to fight against apartheid.  Can someone tell me what apartheid was?  The ANC wanted to become the majority political party in South Africa. In 1960 the police in South Africa killed 69 people and wounded 180 people at a peaceful demonstration. The South African government outlawed the ANC and said it was illegal to join their group. 

In 1964, Nelson Mandela an important ANC leader was sentenced to prison for life. Mandela was accused of trying to sabotage the government; he was imprisoned for 27 years! He became a powerful symbol of the struggle for freedom. Mandela was given the opportunity to attend school at a young age. While he attended college he became involved in student government until he was asked to leave the University for protesting all the time. He also studied law like the person who influenced Mandela’s firm belief in civil disobedience. Who was the man who influenced him?  

Desmond Tutu was a black Anglican bishop and civil rights leader.  Tutu and other activists convinced foreign nations and businesses to limit trade and investment in segregated South Africa.  Over time, these nonviolent means of protest had a strong effect.  F.W. de Klerk became president of South Africa in 1989.  Knowing reform was necessary, he legalized the ANC, repealed segregation laws, which people of all races could vote.  Mandela was elected president.
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The End of Apartheid
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Apartheid ended in 1990, and legislation to change old ways continued to 1994. In 1990 Mandela was released from prison and went back into politics. He became a leader again for the ANC. In the South African election for president all people regardless of race were able to vote in 1994, the people of South Africa voted for Nelson Mandela. Although Mandela made changes in South Africa racism and discrimination between people still exists today.  

What role do you think education plays for leaders like Mandela?

