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Regents Multiple Choice Questions – Modern Issues

Directions:  For each statement or question, write in the space provided, the number of the word or expression that, of those given, best completes the statement or answers the question.

_____ 1. In France, a person drinks coffee imported from Brazil, works at a computer made in Japan, and uses gasoline from Saudi Arabia in a German automobile. This situation illustrates the concept of

(1) empathy 

(3) interdependence

(2) scarcity 

(4) world citizenship 

_____ 2. Global problems of uneven economic development, environmental pollution, and hunger reflect the need for

(1) a return to policies of economic nationalism 

(2) increased military spending by all nations 

(3) a reduction in foreign aid provided by industrialized nations 


(4) increased international cooperation

_____ 3. In the 1990s, the troubled relations between Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland and between Serbs, Croats, and Muslims in the Balkans helped illustrate the

(1) difficulties of resolving ethnic and religious conflicts

(2) inequalities created by expanding free markets and global trade

(3) conflict created by the collapse of the Warsaw Pact

(4) results of the failure of dictatorial governments

_____ 4. One way in which the partition of India in 1947 and the breakup of Yugoslavia in 1992 are similar is that after each event

(1) stable democratic governments were established 

(2) problems arose between ethnic and religious groups

(3) economic prosperity produced high standards of living

(4) traditional beliefs were abandoned for Western ideas

_____ 5. Since the 1960s, famine in many parts of the world has been reduced by


(1) increased urbanization

(3) laissez-faire capitalism


(2) global warming


(4) the Green Revolution

_____ 6. In Mexico and India, the Green Revolution has been successful because it has

(1) promoted democratic reform 

(3) increased agricultural productivity 

(2) introduced western culture and values 
(4) established economic equality
      among the people 

_____ 7. A major environmental problem affecting Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Southeast Asia has been

(1) air pollution 


(3) deforestation 

(2) disposal of nuclear waste 
(4) acid rain 

_____ 8. In the 1990s, what was the most severe threat to the physical environments of Brazil, Costa Rica, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (Zaire)?


(1) spread of urban centers
(3) increased immigration


(2) nuclear waste disposal
(4) destruction of the rain forests

_____ 9. A major factor contributing to the destruction of the Amazon rain forests is the

(1) movement of people from rural to urban areas 


(2) attempt of native peoples to end illegal drug traffic 

(3) need for more farmland 






(4) spread of Christianity 

_____ 10. During the late 1900s, the Sahel region of Africa has been faced with problems resulting from

(1) increasing desertification


(3) the effects of acid rain

(2) the lack of rainfall from the monsoons
(4) destructive floods

_____ 11. Many scientist believe that the “greenhouse effect” is the result of

(1) overgrazing on land in developing nations


(2) using large amounts of gasoline, oil, and coal in developed nations 

(3) testing nuclear weapons in violation of the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 

(4) using natural fertilizers to increase crop production 

_____ 12. The main concern about the destruction of the rain forests in Brazil and sub-Saharan Africa is that

(1) cities will become seriously overcrowded 

(2) it will lead to a decrease of oxygen in the atmosphere

(3) per capita incomes in developing nations will increase 

(4) the availability of water in these areas will decrease

_____ 13. A valid statement about technology in the 20th century is that it has 

(1) eliminated famine and disease 

(2) delayed economic progress in developing countries

(3) led to the adoption of free trade policies

(4) accelerated the pace of cultural diffusion

_____ 14. Bombings, kidnappings, and hijackings are tactics most often used by


(1) imperialists

(3) nationalists


(2) terrorists

(4) absolutists 

_____ 15. In Middle Eastern societies, women have increasingly been at the center of a conflict between the forces of modernization and the

(1) values of traditional Islamic culture

(3) shortage of capital for industrial 
      development

(2) pressure for a Palestinian homeland

(4) need to reduce the birthrate

_____ 16. Which issue continues to raise concern from the world community regarding the nations of India, Pakistan, Iran, and North Korea?


(1) overpopulation 

(3) desertification


(2) ethnic cleansing

(4) nuclear proliferation 

