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Enlightenment Thinking
Yesterday, we discussed how enlightenment thinkers sought to use reason to improve government and society.  Although they were able to influence only a few leaders of their day, they created a whole new set of assumptions about the proper use of power, who had authority, and what made up a good and lawful government. As Enlightenment ideas gained in popularity, how do you think the absolutist governments and the Church reacted?  What choices did these men make?  Correct – they were not happy.  They started a campaign of censorship to suppress Enlightenment ideas.  Many writers, including Voltaire, were thrown into prison for their ideas, and their books were banned and burned.  Even thought they faced personal harassment, the ideas proposed by Enlightenment thinkers had a great impact throughout Europe in the 1700s.  Greater numbers of people began to question established beliefs and customs.  Enlightenment beliefs affected leaders and the development of nations.

Today, we are going to bring today’s technology back to the enlightenment and see how he would have reacted.  Our question today will be…
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