









#26
Egypt: 2nd Ancient River Valley Civilization

Yesterday, we finished our study of Mesopotamia.  We learned about how Mesopotamia developed into a civilization through the creation of city-states around a region known as the Fertile Crescent, a polytheistic religion, the first written law codes called Hammurabi’s Code, a written language called cuneiform, along with other technology art, and architecture.  Today, we will move on to the second Ancient River Civilization, called Egypt. Civilization developed in Egypt about 5,000 years ago.

Geographic Setting:



Since most of Egypt is a desert, people settled around the Nile River.  The Nile provided water for drinking and for irrigation of crops (a way to deliver water to the crops that people planted).  Every year during the rainy season, the Nile River would flood, which soaked the land with water and left lots of rich nutrients that helped keep the land perfect for agriculture.  The river also served as a highway for travel.  Both people and crops were able to travel in boats along the Nile to different regions (or areas).

Religion:


Just like Mesopotamians (Sumerians), Egyptians were polytheistic (meaning that they believed in many gods, not just one).  The sun god Re was the chief god.  Osiris was the god of the Nile.  Osiris controlled the annual (yearly) flood that made the land fertile (or full of nutrients).  The Egyptians also believed in a number of other gods that all served specific functions.  However, the sun god and river god were their most important gods.  Can you make an inference?  What can we infer about Egyptian culture and values if their most important gods were the sun and river gods?  If the belief in many different gods was a part of Americans culture, what would our most important god be? 



A major part of Egyptians’ religious faith was based on the belief in life after death.  Egyptians prepared for life after death through a process called mummification.  Mummification was developed over many centuries in ancient Egypt as a method of preserving bodies (or preventing them from decaying) so they would remain lifelike.  The process included embalming the bodies and wrapping them in strips of linen. 

Government:



The Egyptian ruler was called a pharaoh.  The pharaoh was the absolute ruler (like a king).  However, Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was BOTH a king and a god.  The pharaohs actually told their Egyptian followers that they were chosen by the gods.  Eventually, they just started claiming that they were gods.  This was a very effective way to keep their power and control.  After all, who can argue with a god?



When a pharaoh died, they were mummified and buried in huge pyramids.  These huge pyramids were surrounded by possessions for the pharaoh to use in the afterlife.  After a pharaoh died, power was usually passed down to another member of the family.  These ruling families were called dynasties.  Can you imagine if power in America was always passed down to a member of the President's family?  How would that change our culture, government, and politics?     

Social Structure:



Egyptian society was divided into classes.  The pharaoh held the highest position in society.  Next were the priests, who served the gods and goddesses.  Third were the nobles, who fought the pharaoh's wars.  Fourth were the craftspeople and merchants.  Near the bottom was the biggest group, the peasant farmers.  Beneath the presents were slaves.



Women had a higher status in Egyptian society than in any other ancient civilization.  A woman could own property, enter business deals, and obtain a divorce.  



What does this social structure tell us about Egyptian values, beliefs, and culture? 

Egyptian Contributions: 



The Egyptians made many advances in science and art.  The process of mummification helped them learn a lot about the human body, allowing them to diagnose many illnesses and perform surgery.  Egyptians also developed a calendar very similar to the one we use today.  The also created a system of picture writing called hieroglyphics. 


Egyptian temples and monuments, as well as the pyramids, have survived thousands of years. Egyptian statues and paintings show daily life, ceremonies, and military victories. [image: image1.wmf]
After reading all about Egypt, write how Egypt is similar and different than Mesopotamia.  List at least one similarity and one difference.  
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